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THE 


Divine infticution and necefsity — 


pat * Mo, GETEE 
OFFICE MINISTERIAL, &: 


rv) 


S. E ¢:T.' I. ; 


Hen feverall Nations, and differing Religions have} 
without any famous mutuall intercourfe agreed 
upon fome common rites,and forms of Religion.. 
becaufe one common effe& cannot defcend from |. 
73{ chance, it js certain they cometothem by rea- 
SI" fon; or tradition“ from their common Parents, 
—. . -Or by imitation ; fomething,that hath acommon 
influence. If reafox be the principle, then it is more regular and laft- |, 
ing, and admits of no other variety, then as fome men grow unrea- 
hat the reafonceafes.’ If tradition be the fountain, then 
fall, andincreafes as the worldis peopled, but | 


s we retain revererice to Our Parents, or that | 
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fuch as were confonant to the! 
decent in the expref- | 

A 2 flor, | 
oy 32 ee i ! 


2 | The Divine inftituticn of ‘ 


fion, grave in the forme, or full of ornament in their reprefentment, | A 
_fuch athing is capable of no greater reafon and needs no greater au- 
| thority, but hath been and may reafonably enough be imitated upon 
the reputation of their wifdome, and difinterefted choice, who be- 
ing known wife perfons, or nations, took them firft into their reli- 
gious offices. a a 
Thus the Jews andthe Gentiles ufed 4 white garments in their 
aValer. Maxim | hi>ly offices,and the Chriltians thought it reafonable enough from fo 
a bilft. united example to do fo too. Example wasreafon great enough 
b Dion bift.t.s4iforthat, The > Gentile Priefts were forbid to touch a dead body, 
C4. Gellli.t0} tq ¢ eat leavened bread, to ¢ mingle with fecular imployments du-| p 
C.1§. .- ° * 
d Ibid, ring their attendance in holy offices; thefe they took up from the 
patternof the Jews, and profeffed it reafonable to imitate a wife 
people inthe rituals of their religion. The Gentile Priefts ufed 
Lib.3. Ring and Sraffe and Mitre ( faith Phitofratus: ) the Primitive 
_ | Bifhops did fotoo; and in the higheft deteftation of their follies 
thought they might wifely enough imitate their innocent cuftomes 
and Prieftly ornaments, and hoped they might better reconcile their 
mindes to the Chriftian Religion by compliance in Ceremonials, 
then exafperate them by rejeCting their ancient and innocent Ce- 
remonies: for fo the Apoftlesinvited and inticed Judaifme into| C 
Chriftianity. 
And Tertsllian complains of the Devils craft, who by imitating 
the Chriftian rites reconciled mens mindes with that compliance te| 
__ |amore charitable opinion of the Gentile fuperftition. °* The devil in- 
= pisces * tending to draw the profeffors of truth tc bis own portion, or to preferve 
i Hujus funt par-| °* his owe in the fame fetters hee firft put upon them, imitates the rites of 
. |tesinvertendi | guy religion, adopting him into bis (uper{tition. He baptizes fome of bis 
sofas quacae es | °° GifCi ral d when he initiates them to the worlhip of Mithra,promifeth 
infas*quoque res| °° difcéples, and w nitia m p of spromefet 
facramentorum | $© shers pardon of fins by that rite be figues his fonldzers in their forehead, 
rsipaase ys “hee reprefents the oblation of bread, and introduces reprefentments of D 
rits emulaur. | ** the refurrettion, end laborioufly gets martyrs to bis caufe. His Priefts 
Tingit Co ipfe | cx marry but once ; be hath his vir gens, and his abftemsions and continent 
quofdam utique| 7, . | fA: ‘ | 
credentes Gy fi-| °° followers : that wat Chriftians love and the world commends in them, 
deles {uos: ex-| 6 hain adapted into the rituals of idolatry , may allure fome with the 


penne i “beauty and fair imagery, andabufe others with colour and phantaffick 
wacro bie 6c faces. 

mittit 1¢ 

oo Mithea: fignat illicin frontibus milites fuot, celebrat Cy pans oblationem C5 imagtnem refurreftionis 
inducit, do fub gladio redimpt coronam, Quid, quod dy fummum Pontificem inunis nuptiis flatuit ? babet ¢y vir- 
gines abet Cy continentes,, Qui ergo ipfas res de quibus facramenta ( briftt-adminiftrantur tam amulanter affette- 

vit exprimere in negotiis idololatria, utique ¢y idem Co eodem ingenio geftiit, Cr potuit inftrumenta quoque drvina- 
rum terum ¢y fanclovum Chriftiancrum fenfiem de fenfibus, verba de verbis, parabotas de parabelis, profuna ey «nm- E 


la fidei attempera)e. 
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And thus alfo. all. wife men that intended to perfwade others to 
their religion, did it by retaining as much as they innacently could 
of the:other, that the change might not bee too violent, and'the 

: | perfons 


e 


J. 


| the Office Minifteriall, | 
y  perfons be more endeared by common rites and the relation and: 
charity of likeneffe and imitation. Thus did the Church and the 
| Synagogue, thus did the Gentiles both to the Jews and to the Chri- 
{tians ; and all wife men did fo. | 
¢ The Gentiles offered firft fruits totheir Gods, and their tithes | an 
to Hercsles, kept vigils and anniverfaries.forbad marriages without | © Ce" 4 die 
the confent of Parents, and clandeftineeontracts ; thefe were ob-| fSueton. in 
ferved with fome variety according asthe people were civil or lear- | A dpel- feed | 
ned ; and according to the degree of the tradition, or asthe thing a libao,. . 
was reafonable, fo thefe cuftomes were more or leffe univerfall. | 
But when all wile people, nay when abfolutely all the world have 
confented upon a rite, itcannot derive from a fountain lower then 
thecurrent, but it muft either bea command which God hath gi-. 
ven toall the world; ( and fo Socratesin Xenophon, Quod.ab omnibys 
gentibus obfervatum eff, id zon nifi a Deofancitum effe dicendum eft) or 
atradition, or a law defcending from our common parents, or a 
reafon derived from the nature of things; there cannot in the'world 
beany thing great enough to take away fucharite, except anex- 
prefiedivine commandement: and aman by the famereafon may 
marry his neareft relative as he may deny to worlhip God by the re- 
C | citation ofhis prayfes and excellencies; becaufe reafon and a very 
common tradition have made almoft all the world confent in thefe 
two things, that we mutt abftain from the mixtures of our neareft. | 
kindred, and that we muft worfhip God by recounting and decla- 
ring excellent things concerning him. | | 
I have inftanced in two things in which Iam fure to finde the 
feweft adverfaries, (I faid the feweft ; for there are fome men which 
have loft all humanity)but theferwo great inftancesare not attefted 
with fo univerfall a tradition and praife of the world as this that is 
_ }|now in queftion. For in fome natiens they have married their filters, 
D | fo did the Magiamong the Perfians- whyvuvras és Meizer wileckor,nad ddeagates 
piyween Osurdv, fayes Tatianys in Clemens Alexandrinys, and Bardi- 
fanes Syrus wo Eufebivs, And the Greeks worfhipped: Hercules by rai- Lib.a pranar 
ling, and Afercury by throwing ftonesat him, But there was never Evangel a 
any people but had their Priefts and Prefidents of religious rites, and 
kept holy things within a mure, that the people might not approach 
to handle the myfteries: and therefore befides that itis a receffion 
from the cuftomes of mankinde, and charges us with the diftefpect 
of all the world ( which is an incurioufnefle next to infinite ) itis alfo 
a doing againft that which all the reafon of all the wife men of the 
world have chofen antccedenly or ex poft fado, and he muft havea 
ftrange underftanding, who isnot per{waded by that vvhich hath 
determined all the vvorld. . 

For religion cannot be at allin communities of men vwvithout 
fome to guide, to minifter, to preferve and to prefcribe the offices 
and minifteries: What can profane holy things but that vvhich 

A 3 makes 


Stremat. 3, 


«makes them common? and what can make them common more 


~ { caufes, ceremonies and accidents ; and he that appoints not offices to 


; The Divine inftitntion of 


then when common perfons handle them, when there is no diftincti- 
onofPerfons in their miniftration? For although places are good 
acceflories to religion, yet in all religions they were fo accidentall 
toit, thata facrifice might hallow the place, but thé place (unleffe 
it were naturally impure ) could not defecrate the facrifice: ard. 
therefore J«cod worfhipped upona ftone, offered upon a turfe, and 
‘the Arkreltedin Obed-Edoms houfe, and was holy in Degons Tem- 
ple; and hils and groves, fields and orchards, according to the feve- 
rall cuftomes of the nations, were the places of addreffe; But a cem- 
mon perfon miniftring, was fo near a circumftance,and was fo ming- 
led with the action, that fince that material] part and exteriour acti- | 
ons of Religion could be acted and perfonated by any man, there 
was fcarce any thing left to make it religious, but the attrectation of 
the rites by aholy perfon; A Holy pliceis fomething, 4 fepsratetime| — 
is fomething, 4 prefcript form: of werds is more,and feparate and folemn 
aG:ons are more yet ; but all thefe are made common by acommon 
perfon,and therefore without a diftincticn of perfons have nota na- 
tural and reafonable diftinCtion of folemnity and exterior religion, 
And indeed it werea great difreputation ra religion, that all great 
and publike things, and every artifice or profitable fcience fhouldin 
all the focieties of men be diftinguifhed by profeflors,artifts and pro- 
| per minifters; and onely religion fhould liein common, apt tobe 
| bruifed by the hard hand of mechanicks, and {fullied by the ruder 
touch of undifcerning and undiftinguifhed perfons; for although 
the light of it fhines toall, and fo farre every mans intereft iscon- 
cerned in religion, yet it were not handfome that every man fhould 
take the taper in his hand ; and rejigion is no more to be handled by 
all men, then the lawes are to be difpenfed by all, by whom they are 
to be obeyed; though both in religion and the Jaws, all men havea 
common intereft. | | 
For finceall means muft have fome equality of proportion to- 
wards their end, that they may of their own begin or by inftitution 
be fymbolicall, itis but reafonable that by elevated and fublimed 
inftruments we fhould be promoted towards an end {upernaturall | 
and divine; now befides, that of all the inftruments of diftinGion, 
the perfon is the moft principal! and apt for the honour of religion 
( and to make our religion honourable is part of the religion it felf}) 
itis alfo apt for the ufesofit; fuch as are, preferving the rights, or- | 
dering, decent miniftration, difpenfing the laws of religion, judging 


minifter his religion,cares not how it is performed; and he that cares 
fo lictle, will finde a great contempt paffe upon it, and a cheapnefle 
meaner then of the meaneft civill offices , and he that is content with 
that, cares not how little honour God receives, when he prefents to 
him a cheap, a common, and a difhonourable religion, . 
| at |: 


the Office Minifteriall. rs | 
A/{  Butthevery naturall defigne of religion forces us toa diftin@ion | - 
| of perfonsin order to the miniftration ; for befides that every man 
is not fitto approach to God with all bis fordes and adherent in- 
difpofitions; an aflignment in reafon muft be made of certain per- 
fons, whofe calling muft be holy, and their perfons taught to be } 
holy, by fucha folemn and religious afbgnment; that thofe perfons 
| being made higher then the people by their calling and religion,and | 
yet ourbrethren innature, may be intermediall between God and 
the people, and prefent to God the peoples needs.and be inftrumen- 
tall tothe reconveying Gods blefling upon thofe whofe fiduciaries 
p |theyare. This laft depends upon Gods own att, and defignation, | 
and therefore muft afterwards be proved by teftimonies of his own, 
_| that he hath accepted fuch perfons to fuch purpofes; but the former 
part we our felves aretaught by naturall reafon, by the rules of pro- | 
portion, by the honour we owe unto religion, by the hopes of our 
own advantages, and by the diftance between God and us. towards 
| which we (hould thruft up perfons as high as they arecapable, And | 
that al] che world hath done prudently in this, we are confirmed by | 
Gods own att, who knowingit was moft.agreeable, not onely to 
the conftitution of religion, and of our addrefles to God, but to our | 
mere neceflities alfo, did in his glorious wifdome fend his fonne, 
C | and made him apt to become a mediator between himfelf and us, by | 
cloathing him with our nature, and decking him with great parti- 
cipation of his own excellencies, that he might doe our work, the 
‘work of his own humane nature, and by his great fanctity and 
wifdom approach neer to Gods mercy feat, whither our imperfecti- 
ons and fins could not haveneer accelle. 

And this confideration is not enely good reafon, but true divini- 
ty, and wasa con(ideration in the Greek Church, and affixed tothe 
head of a prayeras the reafon of their addrefle to God in defigning : 
minifters in religion. 0 Lord God who bccanfe mans | ee ee 

D | sature cannot of it felfe approach to thy glorious Deity, 4, Renee een cokes } 
haftarpointed Mafters avd Te'chers of the fame palfzcas viv aviedau guia niv Tis SomiJoe 
with cur felves, whom tacu halt placed in thy thrones oy er sci tdi de sontnne | 
viz.in the miniftery of the kingdom, tobring facri- satastous tiv ov embroider Besvor 
fices and oblations om bebalfe of thy pzople, &c. Andin. #7 ore lec ce Suctay x; agoce | 
deed ifthe greatneffe of an imployment feparates °O” “7 ™10°* "2" ee A 
perfons from the v#/gus, either we mult think the immediate offices’ 
of religion and the entercourfe with God to be the meaneft of im- 
ployments, or the perfons fo officiating to receive their eftimate ac- 
fF | cording tothe excellency of their offices, | 
| And thus it was amongft the Jews. and Gentiles before Chrifts| 4 
time, among{t whom they not onely feparated perfons for the fer- 
vice of their gods refpectively, but chofe the beft of men and the 
Princes of the people to officiate in their myftertes, and adorned 
them with the greate{t honours.and {peciall immunities, Among the 
° Jews, 
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‘their Royall purple, beleeving thet Prieftbood to be greater thenthe 
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|Church, no fouldiers durft touchthem 5 they had the priviledge of 
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* Jews, the Priefthood was fo honourable, that although theex- A 


pectation which each Tribe had of the Mefftas was reafon enough to! 
make them obferve the law of diftin@ marriages, yet it was per-| 
mitted to the Tribe of Levz to marry with the Kingly Tribe of: 
Judah, that they alfo might have the honour and portion of the 
Meffias’s moft glorious generation ; and for the Priefthood of Aaron | _ 
it was yers tEalpdlov, Sx Stiyaor, badumov xTive faith Philo, « coleftzall | 
hon ur , not ax earthly, a heavenly poffeffieg, and it grew fo high 
and was fo naturalized into that nationto’ honour their Priefts and 
my ftick perfons, that they made it the pretence of their warres and 
mutiniesagainft their conquerours. Hovor facerdotet firmamenstun | p 
potentia a(jumebatur, faith Tacitus, {peaking of their warres againft 
Antischus; the hovour of their Priefthood was the ftrength of their 
caufe, andthe pretence of their armes; and all the greateft honour 
they could do to their Priefthood they fairly derived fron a divine 
precept, that the Prince and the People and the Elders and the Synagogue 
fhould go in and out, that is, fhould commence and finith their 
| greateft and moft folemn actions at the voice and command of the 
' Prieft; And therefore King Agrippa did himfelf honour in his Epiftla 
toCsia Cafar. *] had Kingsthat were my anceftors, and fome 
of them were high Priefts, which dignity they efteemed higher then 


kingdome, as God is greater then men, 


And this great eftimate of the Minifters of their religion derived 
it felf from the Jews unto their enemies the Philiftines, that dwelt 
upon their fkirts; infomuch that in the hill of God where there was 
a garifon of the Philiftines, there was alfo acolledge of Prophets 
newly inftituted by Sage! ( from whom becaufe he was their foun- 
der, S. Peter reckoned the ordinary defcent fram Samuel) unharmed 
and undifturbed,chough they were enemies to the nation; and when 
David fled from Saul, he came to Naioth where the prophets dwele, 
and thought to take fanctuary there, knowing it was a priviledged 
place ; there it was where Sauls meflengers, and Sasl himfelf turned 
Prophets, that they might eftimate the placand preferve its privi- 
ledge, him felfe becoming one of their fociety, 

For this was obferved amongft all nations,that befides the band 
of humanity forbidding fouldiersto touch unarmed people, asby } 
all religions and all nations Prieftsever were, the very facrednefie | 
of their perfons fhould exempt them from violence, and the chan- 
ces or infolenciesof warre. Thus the Cretians did to their Priefts 
and to the wldwvJe the perfons who were appointed for buriall 
of the dead, the fame with the wadra, or fofaris in the Primitive 


religion 


ce > 
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- Ouxér Foret] ofa eS” abyyedoy Saovee Sax 

*Abebior mv) dsd — 

Not fo much asa meflenger returned into the City - Thefe were fa- 

cred and therefore exempt petfons, and fo were the E/ci among the 

Grectans, as being facred to ‘Jupéter, fafe from the hoftility of a pro- 
feffed enemy 3 the fame which was obferved among{t the Romans, 


Quis homo eft tanta confidentia, 
Oui facerdotem andeat violare | 
At magnocum malo fuo fect Heresle. 
But this is but one inftance of advantage. | 
- The Gentiles having once feparated their Priefts, and affixed 


either toexpreffe the dignity of their imployment, or good enough 
to dohonour totheir perfons, and it is largely difcourfed of by 
Cicero, in the cafe of the Roman Augures, Adaximum autern GO 
preftantifimum in Rep, jus eff Aagurum, cum eff autherstati conjun- 


| Elum, neque vero hoc quia ums ipfe Angur ita [entio, fed quia fic éxtfis-| 


mare nos necefecf, Quid enim majus eff, fide jure querimus, quam 
poffe % fusemis imperiis cy fummis poreftatibus comitia tollere? confilia 


\Jemnities of religion; juft asthe Chriftian Bifhops had in the be- 
‘ginning of Chriftianity; they commanded piblike fafts, at their 
'indiction onely they were celebrated 5 Béme autem quod éy Epifcopi 
‘univer [ae plebi mandare jeyurta affobent ;: non dico induftria Pipium con- 


| ferendarum, ub we fire capturd, eft, fedinterdum, ¢ aligna [obicitudinis 
‘Eecleftapice causd. TheBahopsalfo calledipublike conventions Ec- | 
clefiafticall. Agantur precepta per Gra-tas illas certis in locis concilia | 
ex univerfis Eccle(is per qua cy altiora quequein commune tratbantur, ¢5 | 


| spfa reprafentatio totins nomints Chriftiani magna veneratione celebra- 
‘gar. It was foin all Religions’; the Azstifstes, the prefidents of rites, 


ing of Tacitus, Deaw munere fammums pontifieem, ctinnd fummhut bd- 


gi ~The chief Prieft was ever.the chief man,.and- free fromthe 


I 7 
| religion, the immunity of Priefts, Hos que secabant non erant pure\ 
manus; and therefore it grew up into a proverb, when they intended 
to exprefie a moft deftructive and unnaturall war, i4v zvgzte@- zaciosn, 
not fo much as the priefts that carried fire before the Armiy did e 
{cape ; the fame with thatin Hover in the cafe of meflengers, 


| tad. vider, 


them to the minifteries of religion, thought nothing great enioughi| 


vel inflituta dimittere,vel habitarefcindere? Quid magnificentius quam\ 
poffe decernere wt magifiratu fe abdicent confales?quid religiofius quane cum | 
populo, cum plebe agendi jus aut dare aut non dare?. It was a vatt power | 
thefe men had, to be in proportion to their greateft hozour: they had | 
| power of bidding and diffolving publike meetings, of indicting fo- 


and guides of confciences had great immiffions and influences into |; 
the Republike; and communiti¢s of men, . and they verified the fay- || 


wine effe, non ausilutione, von odio, aud pravass affestiesuie obnoxi- | 


envies 


likujtah, — 


P lausus in 
Rudent, 
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Cicero lib.2, 
de beg. 
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a eee : 
envies, and fcornes, and troubles of popular peevifhneffe and con- 
tumacy 3 and that I may ufethe expreflion of Tecstus, utque glifces 
ret dignatio facerdotum, ‘ for all the great traverfes of the Republike 
werein their difpofing ( atque iplis promptior animus foret aa capef- 
fend. cerenonias, the very lower inftitutions of their Religion were 
fet up with the marks of fpeciall laws and priviledges 5 infomuch 
that the feat of the Emprefle in the Theatre was among the Vettall 
Virgins. 

16. But the bigheft had all that could be heaped upon them, till ebeir | 
« Strabo Geg. | hOnours were as fublimed as their functions. * Amongft the érh:- 
ib.176 opians the Priefts gave lawsto their Princes, and they ufed their | 

power fometimes to the ruine of their Kings, till they were juftly 
b alien. ver, {removed ; > Among the Egyptsans the Priefts were their Judges; 
bift. 1.14.¢.34.| (o they were in A’hens for the Arcopagites were Prieftss; and the 
F feph-Antiq. a eee ; : 
oe: Druids among the Gauls were Judges of murder, of titles of land, 
Cafar com. de | of bounds, andinheritances, m2gxo apudeos funt b nore, nant fere de 
Pele Gal Se omnibes controver:iis publicis privatifcue cinfitunnat,and for the Mage 
| of Perfiaand India, Strabs reports, exebvus re cupervar Tots cutest Raoasiar 
eis Maryus mots Tépouss Vonyspives rot met o% Sst, they converfed with kings, 
meaning they were their coun(ellours and guides of their confcien- 
ces, And Herodotus in Euftathius tells us of the Téyua x Serv ev Atagors 
$: Ocheesmes» the divine order of Prophets or Priefts in Delbos, 
satin wild rev Bennier, they did eat of the publike provifions together 
with Kings. By thefe honours they gave teftimony of their rel'gions 
not onely feparating certain perfons for the fervice of their Tem- 
ples, btit alfo feparating their condition from the impurities and the 
contempt of the world; as knowing, that they who were tocon- 
ver(e with their Gods, were to be elevated from the common con- 
dition of men and vulgar miferies, 


Lib.4.Annal. 


Exftath.in 
Il, @. 


Porphirins citat 


ail ee & Aids Tdube ydons 

ex Eurip. 4. : ss 

mei dais. | eyariuny mene y" Suan, 
etvye yiveow St Belov. 


As foon as I was made a Prieft of Jdean Jupiter, all my gar- 
| ments were white, and I declined to converfe with mortalls. Nove 
fortis 0. ortet illam effe qxi jubente Deo canat, {aid Seneca. He had 
need be of a diftintt and feparate condition rbat fings to the honour 
and at the command of God: thus it was among the Jews and 
Heathens. | _ 


Sect. Il. 


world hath done, either it muft be becaufe the rites of 


N: if Chriftian Religion. fhould do otherwife then all the 
| Chriftianity are of no myftery and fecret difpenfation, but 


common a¢tions ofan ordinary adsdrefie,and cheap devotion, or elfe 
| becaufe 


_ the Offtce Minifteriall. | | Q 
A‘ becaufe we undervalue all religion: thatis, becaufeindeed we have, 
nothing ofit: Th: fir/tis difhonorable to Chriftianity, and falfe as 
its greateft enemy: The fecond, isfhame to us: and 42th fo unrea- 
fonable and unnaturall, that if we feparate not certain perfons for 
the minifteries of Chriftianity, we muft confefle we have the worft 
religion, or that we are the wortt of men, | 
- Butlet usconfider it upon its proper grounds. When Chrift had 
| chofen to himfelf twelve Apoftles, and was drawing now tothe 
haft {cene of hislife, hefurnifhed them with dio and abi- 
ities to conftitute and erect a Church, and totran{mit fuch powers | 
as were apt for its continuation and perpetuity, And therefore to 
the Apoftlesin the capacity of Church-officers, he made. promife | 
That he would be with them tothe end of the world, they might per- 
fonally be with him untill the end of the world, but he could not | 
behere withrthem, whoafter a fhort courfe run, were to go hence, | 
and be no morefeen: and therefore for the verification of the pro- 
mife itis neceflary that fince the promife was made for the benefit 
ofthe Church, and tothem asthe minifters of the benefit, folong | 
as the benefit was to be difpenfed, fo long they were to be fucceeded 
to, and therefore affifted by the Holy Jefus according to that glori- 
ous promife: Ov eédvos KM sim mis Savstacis vaigero mb ouvsives av]ots, 
C| ana H miow duiy awads mis uasuzats, & yap dae bs Smisonce dyer The | 
cuvenctas tuerroy Civr  tulv Ey db mile wl fh ude vanguelru dn, 
‘¢ Not onely to the Apoftles, but abfolutely and indefinite- 
“ ly to all Chrifts difciples, their fucceflors, he promifed to 
*« abide forever, even tothe confummation of the world, to the 
“¢ whole fucceffion of the Clergy : fo Theopbyla% upon this 
lace. | | | 
' And if we confider what were the power and graces Jefus com- 
mitted to the defpenfation of the Apoftles, fuchas were not tempo- 
rary, buelafting, fucceflive, and perpetuall, we muft alfo conclude. 
D | cheminiftery to be perpetuall. I inftance firft in the power of 
binding and loofing, remitting and retaining fins, which Chrift gave 
them together with his breathing on them the holy Spirit, anda 
legation, and a fpeciall commiflion, as appears in S. Jobn; which 
power, what ferife foever it admits of, could not expire with the 
perfons of the Apoftles, unlefle the fucceeding ages of the Church 
had no difcipline, or government, no fcandals to be removed, no 
weak perfons offended, no corrupt members to be cut off, no here- 
ticks rejected, no fins, orno pardons; and that werea more here- | . 
F | fie, then that ofthe Novatéans, for they onely denyed this miniftery | 
infome cafes; notin all: faying, Prieftly abfolution was not fitto 
be difpenfed to them, who in time of perfecution had facrificed | y. 5, 5.» 
to idols, G2 yap Fives ais Uuotas dvs Ersy, wy an ieptwvs opvlavsv'ery J 1.0.7. | 
renee aby geo. [ rér0s, To thefe | onely, pardon is to be difpenfed | 5xm-l..¢. | 
without the miniftery of the Prieft, To tbefe] who were nerd 7 - | 
: | | Rdarnopa | ' 


Johit s6. 2x, 
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Bdal|isus tm mvs, facrificets, and mingled the table of the Lord with A 
the table of devils. Againft other finners they were not fo fevere. But 
however, folongasthat diftinction remains, of francs watodeath, 
and fisnes aot unto death, there area certain fort of fins which are 
remediable, and cognofcible, and judicable, anda power was dif- 
penfed toa diftin@ fort of perfons, toremit or retain thofe fins 5 
which therefore muft remain with the Apoftles for ever, that is, 
with their perfons firft, and then with the &: 2x decks with ther face 
ceffors ; becaufe the Church needs it for ever ; and there was nothing 
in the power, that by relating to a prefent and temporary occafion 
did infinuate its fhort life and {peedy expiration, 

4 Inexecution of this power and purfuance of this commiflion, for 
which the power was given; the Apoftles went forth, and all they 
upon whom this fignature pafled, & 7 avetpa vb dyov £0e]0 bts Aaxorlay 
téumr, executed this power in appropriation and diftin@ miniftery: 

At wasthe /word of their proper miniftery; and S. Paul does almott 
exhibite his commiflion and reads the words,when he puts it in exe- 
cution, and does highly verifie the parts and the confequence of this 

Tanase: argument; God hata reconcil:d us to bimfelf by Chrift feius, and hath 
| geven to ws the miniftery of reconciliation ; anditfollowes, now then 
we are Embaffadors for Chrift, The miniftery of reconciliation,’ is: C 
an appropriate miniftery, /¢ 4 cone nitted to us; we are Embaffadours, 
it 1s appropriate by vertue of Chrifts miffion, and legation, He bath 
géventous, be hath made and deputed certain Embafladours whom 
he hath fent upon the meffage, and miniftery of reconcilement 3 
which is a plain ex pofition of the words of hiseommiflion, before 
recorded 5 ‘John 20, 21. | 
| _And that this alfo defcended lower we have the teftimony of 
5. S. James, who advifes the fick perfon to fend for the Elders of the 
Church, that they may pray over him, that they may anoint him, 
that in that fociety there may be confe(fien of fins by the clinick or 
fick perfon, and that after thefe preparatives, and in this miniftery, 
his fins may be forgivenhim. Now that this power fell into fuc- 
ceffion, this in{tance proves ; for the Elders were fuch who had not 
the commiflion immediately from Chrift, but were yeryriseest, 
they were fathers of the people, but fons of the Apoftles, and there- |. 
fore it is certain the power was not perfonall, and merely Apofto- 
licall, but derived upon others by fuch acommunication, as gives 
evidence the power was to be fucceeded in; And when went it out? 
when the anointing and miraculous healing ceafed ? There isno 
reafon for that. For forgiveneffe of fins was nota thing vifible, and. & | 
therefore could not be of the nature of miracles to confirme the 
faith and chriftianity firft,and after its work was done,return to God 
that gave it; neither could it be onely of prefent ufe to the Church, 
| butas eternal! and Jafting as finis: and therefore there could be 
nothing in the nature of the thing to make itfo much as fufpicious, 
it Was prefently to expire. OC To 


~ 


2 Cor.§ 20. 


a the Offica Minifieriall.. 
&j -To which alfo I adde this confideration, that the Holy Ghoft' 
__ | which was to enable the A poftlesin the precife office Apoftolicall, 
as it was an office extraordinary, circumftantionate, definite, and to 
expite sll that, was promifed fhould.defcend upon.them.after Chrifts 
a{cenfion, and.was.verified in Pantecof? ;, for to,that. pyrpofe to bring 
all things to their minde, all of Chrifts doGnine andalithat was,ne- 
ceflary of his lifeand miracles, anda power from above to enable 
them to {peak baldly and learnedly, and with tongues, all that be- 


after the A {cenfion. And therefore the breathing the holy Choft up- 
jon the Apoftles in the pr haan ofthe refarrection, and this miffion 
with fuch a power,, was their ordinary miffron, a fending them as or- 
dioary Paftors and Curates of fouls, with a power to govern ( bind- 
ing and loofing can mean no lefle - and they were the words of the 
promife ) witha power to mint{terreconcilation: (for fo S, Paul 


oftheGofpel, the one toinvite and collecta.Church, the otherto 
govern it ; the one to difpenfe the greateft bleffing in the world, the 
other to keepthem in capacities of enjayingit. For fincethe holy 
Ghoft was now actually given to thefe purpofes here exprefled, and 
yetin order to all their extraordinaries andtemporary needs was 
€| promifed to de(cend after this, there isno collection from hence 
more reafonable, then to conclude all this to be part of their com- 
mifhon of ordinary Apoftlefhip, to which the minifters of religion 
were in all agesto fucceed. Inatteftation ofall which, who pleafe 


ee 2 eS 


may fee the united teftimony of * S. Cyrill, > S. Chryfofome, < S. 


old and new Teftament, who unleffe by their calling fball rather be 
called perfons intereft, then by reafon of their famous piety and in- 
tegrity thall be accepted as competent, area very credible, and fair 
reprefentment of this truth, and that it was a doctrine of Chriftiani- 


{ame forme of words intending the collation of the fame power and 


aks 


B a of holy things let them receive thole injunCions which 


fides the other parts ofordinary power, was given them tendayes | 


D | ty, that Chrift gave this power tothe Apoftles for themfelves, and | 
| their fucceflors for ever, and that therefore as Chrift in the firft do- | 
gation, fo alfo fome Churches in the tradition of that power ufed the | 


feparating perfons for the work of that miniftery, I end this with | 
the counlell S. Augefine givesto all publike penitents, Vewiar ad | 
Antiftites per quos ills in Ecclefia claves usiniftrantur, © aprepofitis | 
facrarum accipiant [tt factionis fue moden,\er them come to the Pre- | 
fidents of religion by whom the Keys are miniftred, and from the ! 


all exercife and fignifie their repentance. 


[ 


expounds remitting and retainmg ) which two were the great hinges | _ 
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Ambrofe,* S. Gregory, andthe * Authour of the queftions of the | : 
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I ~He fecond power I inftance inis preaching the Gofpel: for 
} ‘which work he-not onely at firft defigned Apoftles, but |. 
others alfo were appointed for the fame work for ever, to 
all generations of the Church, This Commiffion was figned imme- 
Mat.28.19, | diately before Chrifts afcenfion, Al power is civeri to mein heaven 
an and in earth, Go yee therefore and teach all nations,‘ teaching them to 
obferve all things whatfoever I have commnand-d you, andloe I ant with 
you always even unto the end of the world. Firlt, Chrift declared his | p 
own commifon, [/ power is given him into his hand] he wasnow 
made King of all the creatures, and Prince ‘of the Catholick 
Church; and therefore as it concerned ‘his care and providence to 
look to hiscure, and flock, fohé had power to make deputations 
accordingly [ Gee yee thereforé, ‘| implying that the fending them to 
this purpofe was an iflue of his power, either becaufe the authori- 
zing certain perfons was an act of power, or elfe becaufe the making 
them Doctors of the Church and teachersof the Nations, wasa 
placing them in an eminency above their fcholars, and converts, 
and fo alfo was an emanation of that power which derived upon | @ 
Chrift from his Father, fromhim defcended upon the Apoftles, 
And the wifer perfons of the world have alwayes underftood, thata 
power of teaching wasa Prefidency and Asthority ; for fince all do- 
minion is naturally founded in the underftanding; although civill 
government accidentally, and by inevitable publick neceffityre- | 
lies upon other titles, yet where the greateft underftanding and 
power of teaching is, there is a natural! preheminence and fuperiori- 
ty eatexws that is according to the proportion of the excellency; and 
therefore in the inftance of S, Paw! we are taught the ftile of the court, 
and a at thefeét of their Matters, as he did at the feet of his 
Tutor Gaveabeel, which implies duty, fubmiffion, and fabordination; | 
and indeed it is the higheft of any kinde, not onely becaufe it is | 
founded upon nature, but becaufe itis a fubmiffion of the moft ime 
perious faculty we have, even of that faculty which when we are re- 
moved from our Tutors,is fubmitted to none but God ; for no man 
hath power over the underftanding faculty ; and therefore fo long 
as we are under Tutorsand inftructors, we give to them that duty, 
in the fucceffion of which claim, none can fucceed but God himfelf, 
becaufe none elfe can fatisfie the underftanding but he. 
Now then becaufe the Apoftles were created Doors of allthe Bf | 
7 world, hoc ipfo they had power given them over the underftandings | 
-of their difciples, and they were therefore fitted with an infallible 
{pirit, and grew to be fo authentick that their determination was 
the Lift addreffe of all inquiries in queftions of Chriftianity : and al- 
though they were not abfolute Lords of their faith and underftan- 
7 dings 


Se ne en 


the Office Mintferiall. 

A dings, as they Lord was, yet they had, under-God, a fapremecate, | 
and prefidency, to order, toguide, toinftruct, and to fatisfie their 
underitandings ; and thofe whom they fert out upon the fame er- 
rand, accarding to the proportion and excellency of their fpirtt, had 
. | alfo a degree of fuperiority and eminency ; and therefore they 
who were wmavrs ew ddSusware Labourers in theword and dorine, 
were allo aeseso7es apecBdree9t Prefbyters that were Prefidents and 
Rulers ofthe Church; and this eminency is for ever to be retained 
according as the unfkilfulnefle of the Difciple retainshim inthe 

forme of Catechumens, or asthe excellency of the inftructor ftill 
\ keeps thediftance, orelfe, as the officeof teaching being orderly 
| and regularly afligoed makes alegall, politicall, and pofitive autho- 
| rity, to which all thofe perfons are for orders faketo fubmit, who 
| poffibly in re(pect of their perfonall abjlities might be exempr from 
| chat authority. | oo 
| _ Upon this ground itis, that learning amongft wife perfons is 
efteemed a title of nobility and fecular cminency: Eg» exim guid 
aliud munificentia adbibere potui u! findiast fic dixerim, tnumbraedue | Pee. 
cata ¢gutbus clarity ie ventt, {aid Seneca to Nero, And Ariftotle and A. Eager 
Gellsys affirme,that not onely excellency ofextraCtion, or great for- Avift lib 4. 
tunes, but learning alio makes #oble 5 circumusdique fed-ntibys mu_tis ane af 

ce yy: ayy. us itb. 

dorind, ant genere, aut fortund nobilibus viris: and therefore the 19.c. 10, 
Lawyers fay,that ifa legacy be given peuperz xobilz, the executors, if. | 
they pleafe, may give it to a Door. 1 onely make this ufe of it, that Berth! ind, 
they who are by publick defignation appointed to teach, are alfo ap- : Cod. de dignit } 
pointed in fome fenfe to govern them : and if learning it felf be a faire | /.12. _ 
title to fecular opinion, and advantages of honour, thenthey who Pu/Méin!. 


: i : : : , _nemini. C, de 
are profellors of learning, and appointed to be publick teachers, are | duo. diverf. 
és | 


alfo fetabove their difciples as tarre as the chair is aboue the Area or #4. 
floor, that is, inthat very relation of teachers and {cholars: and 
therefore among the heathen the Priefts who were to an{wer de 
my fteriis fometimes bore a {ceptcr. 
. 7 Xeusty dve oxna]pw, wu ertase]o mdyrag A xeuke. . | | 
Upon which verle of Homer Euftathius obferves, auction M Bamneles, 
5 Abyors © dixas voniaov av, The ({cepter was not onely anenfigne of a 
King but ofa Judge and ofa Prophet 3 it fignified a power of anfwe- 
ring in judgement, and wife fentences. This difcourfe was otecafio- 
ned by our blefled Savioursillative;, ll power a given me, goe yee 
_| therefore aud teach ; and it concludes, that the authority of Preaching is 
more then the faculty, that it includes power and prefideacy, that 
therefore a feparation of perfons is ex ¢5andansi inferred, unleffe or- 
der and authority be alfo cafwall, and that all men alfo may be Ge- 
vernours as well as Preach-rs. | | 
Now that here wasa plain feparation of (ome petfons for this mis 
niftery,] fhall not need to prove by any ether argument befides the 
words of the Commiffion; fave onely that this may be added, = 
2 ere 
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here wasmore neceflary, thena commiflion; great abilities, {peciall A 
afliftances, extraordinary and divine knowledge, and under{tanding 
the myfteries of che kingdome ; fo that thefe abilities were feparati- | 
ons enough of the perfons, and defignation of the officers ; But this | 
may pofsibly becoine the difficulty of the queftion; For, when the ; 
Apoftles had filled the world with the Sermons of the Goffel, and | 
that the holy Ghoft defcended ina plentifull manner, then was the 
prophecy of Fre! fulfilled, ofd wen dreamed dreams, and young men 
faw usfiens, an ifons and daughters did prophecy 5 now the cafe was al- 
tered: and the difciples themfelves {tart up doctors, and women 
prayed and prophecied, and Prifcilla fate in the chaire with her huf- | p 
band Agwlz, and Apollvs {at at their feet : and now all was common 
again: and therefore although the commifsion went out firft to the 
Apoftles, yet whenby miracle God difpenied great gifts to the Lai- | 
ty, and to women,he gave probation that he intended thar all fhould 
{| prophecy and preach, left thofe gifts thould be to no purpofe, This 
rmouft be confidered, 7 
1. Thefe gifts were miraculous verific itions of the great promife 
of the Father, of fending the holy Ghoft, and thatall perfons were 
capable of that blefsing in their feverall proportions, and that Chri- 
ftianity did defcend from God wereex a/undanti proved by thofe, © 
extraregular di(penfations: fo that-here is purpofe enough fignified | 
although they ke not ufed to inferre an indiftinction of officers in 
this miniftery, a 
2. Thefe gifts were given extraregularly: but yet withfome 
difference of perfons: for all did not prophecy, nor all interpret, 
nor all {peak withtongues: they were but a few that did all this: 
we finde but the daughters of one man onely.and Pri(cil/a among al! 
the nations of the Jews that ever did prophecy, ofthe women: and 
ofLaymen Lremember not one but 4quile and Agabus: and thefe 
will be but too ftraight an hae to blend a whole order of men 
in a popular and vulgar indifcrimination. : 
4. Thefe extraordinary gifts were no authority to thofe who had 
thers, andno other commifsion, to {peak in publick, And there- 
fore S. Paul forbids the women to {peak in the Church, and yetit 
was notdenyed but fome of them might have the {pirie of prophecy. 
Speaking in the Church was part of an ordinary power, to which not 
onely ability but anthority alfo and commiffion are required: That) . 
was Clearly one feparation ; women were not capable of a clericall | 
imployment, no not fo much as of this miniftery of preaching. And | 
| by this we may take {peedier account concerning Deaconeflesin fF 
. |the Primitive Church 5 de Diaconiff/é ego Bartholomeus difponos 0 
Epifcope, impones ei manys prafentious Preshyteris, Diaconis C» Disco- 
| aiffis, & dices, Refpice fuper hanc famulam tuam ; fo itis in the confti- 
tutions Apoftolicall under the name of S, Clement: By which it| . 
fhould feem they were ordained for fome Ecclefiafticall miniftery ; 


which 
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the Office Minifteriall. | 15 | 
A which isalfo more credible by thofe words of Tertullian, Quanta \ lecxbot ad 
"1s gertur e& que in Ecclefirs ordinari folent, qua Deo nuberé nraluerunt ? | ae 
| And Sozomen tells of Olympias, Hane entm cum genere effet nobilifimo, 
| GAamvs Juvenculam ex quo vidua facia erat, quiaex préfcrita Ec- 
| elie egregie philofophutur , in Miniflram Nectarius ordinat: and 
fuch aone it was, whom Saint Bafél called ‘wpollutam facerdotens, : Lib.de ving. 
whatfoever thefe Deaconefles could be, they could not fpedk in| — 
| publfke'unlefle they did prevaricatethe Apoftolicall rule, given to 
the (Corinthian and Epbefien Churches: And therefore though 
Olympias was anexcellent perfon, yet fhee wasno preacher, fhee 
B | was a Philofopher, notin her difcourfe, butin her manner of Ji- 
ving and beleeving: Phil-fophata ex Ecclefie prefcripto, and that 
could not be by preaching: but thefe Deaconefles after the Apos 
ftolicall age, were the fame with. the somdcut tv welo, the good wo- 
men, that did domeftick offices and minifter to the temporalt | 
riecefsity of the Churches inthe dayes of the Apoftles; Sucha one 
was Phébe of Ceuchrea; but they were not admitted toany holy 
or {pirituall office: So we have certain teftimony from Antiquity, 
whence the obje@ioncomes For fothe Nicene Councel exprefly: 
Euvncmuev ar draxovtasay.&e. eel und? xeteoOnotay rive txsorv, Soe && &ativres cw eis C19. 
C | asinots dumis tberdledus. Deaconeffes are to bee reckoned in the 
| Laity, becaufe they have no impofition of hands, v= for any. 
| {pirituall office, For they had impofition of hands in fome pla- 
ces to temporall adminiftrations about the Church, and 4 fo- 
lemon benediction, but nothing of the isegnxd ews; the fame | pererag, 
were the opscBdndts, aposidva, the Preshytereffes, who were the | 
cupesviseee, or the governefles of women, in order to manners 
and religion; but thefe, though (as Tertullian affirmes, and Zo- 
nevas, and Balfemo confefle) they were folemnly ordained and fet 
over the women in fuch offices, yet pretended to nothing of the 
iD clericall power or the right of {peaking in publike, — Jaroytordy ee ere 
So Epiphanins: There w an order of deacone(fesimthe enxdnciag dw iy ets 7 iceglever, 
Church. but not to meddle, or to attempt any of the ade [som rgigtty oni] pore. 
holy offices. And in this fence it was that Saint ambrofe reckons it | 401 Tinc.3. 


L7b.4.0.9. 


amongft the Herefies of the Cataphrygians, that they ordained their ; 
Deaconeiles, viz, to {pirituall minifteries; but thofe women that 
defire to bee medling are not moved with fuchdifcourfes; they 
care for none of all thefe things; therefore I remit them to the 
precept of the Apoftle, But I fuffer not a woman to teach, but to bein 
filence. | | : 

| Aud 48 for the men who had gifts extraordinary of the Spirit, al< 
| E | though they were permitted at firft in the Corinthian Church (be- 
fore there wasa Bifhop, ora fixed colledge of Clergy ) to utter the 


1 Tim.oct2< 


8. 


infpired dictates of the Spiric, yet whether they were Lay or | 
Clergy is not there exprefled; and it is more agreeable to the | 
ufuall difpenfation that the prophets of ordinary miniftery,though 

— Be | now 


’ I. 
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now extraordinarily aflifted fhould prophecy in publike; but how- A |. 


ever, when thefe extraordinartes did ceafe, if they were common 
perfons, they had no pretence to invade the Chair ( nor that wee 
find ever did: ) for an ordinary ability to fpeak was never any war- 
rant to difturbanorder; unleffe they can fay the words of S, Paul 


Lf Wheregnto 1 am ordained a Preacher, | they might not invadethe 


office, Tobeableto performe an office, though it may beea, fair 
difpofition to make the perfon capable to receive it orderly, yet it 
does not-actually inveft him 5 every wife manis nota Counfellour 
of State, nor every good Lawyera Judge. And I doubtnot butin 
the Jewifhreligion there were many perfons as able to pray-as their 
Priefts, who yet were wifer then to refufe the Priefts advocation 
apud Deum ,and reciting offices in behalf of the people: Orabit pro 
co facerdos was the order of Gods appointing, though himfelf were} 
a devout perfon and of an excellent {pirit. And it had need be fome- 
thing extraordinary that muft warrant an ordinary perfonto rife 
higher then his ownevennefle 5 and absdity or ski/is but a poflibility; 
and mutt be reduced toact by fomething that tranfmits authority, 
or does eftablith order, or diftinguifh perfons, and feparate profefh- 
ons. And itis very remarkable, that when Jacd.zs had mifcarried and. 
loft his Apoftolate, it was faid, thatit was necefjary for fome body 
to be chofen tobe a witnefle of Chrifts refurrection. Two were na- 
med, of ability fufficient,but that was not al]: they muft chufe one, 
to make up the number of the twelve, a diftinét feparate perfon ; 
which fhews that it was not onely a work ( for that, any of them 
might have done ) but an office of ordinary miniftery, The ability 
of doing which work although all they that lived with Jefi#, might 
either have had, or received at Pesteco/?, yet the authority and grace 
was more : the firft they had upon experience, but this onely by di- 
vine eleGion: which is a demonftration that every perfon that can 
do offices clericall is not permitted to dothem, and that befides the 
knowledge and natural or artificial abilities, a divine qualification is 
neceflary. : | , | 
And therefore God complains by the Prophet, 7 bave not /ent thew, | 
and yet they run; and the Apoftle leaves it as an eftablifhed rule, How 
(bab they preach except they be fent ? which two places, | thall grant to 
be meant concerning adiftiné and anew meffage; Prophets muft 


not offer any doGrine to the people, or pretend a doctrine for which 
‘they had nota commiflion from God. But which way foever they 


be expounded, they will conclude right in this particular. For if they 
fignifie an ordinary miffion , then there is an ordinary miffion of 
preachers, which ne man mutt ufurp unleffe hee can prove his title 
certainly and clearly, derivative from God; which when any man 
of the Laity cas de, we mult give him the right band of fellowship, 


land wilbhim good fpecd. But if thefe words fignifie an extraordinary 


cafe, and that nq meflage mult be pretended by Prophets but — 
_— | they 


the Office Minifteriall. 
they have commifhon for, then muft not ordinary perfons pretend 
an extrjordinary miffion to an crdinary purpofe: for befides, that 
God does never do things unreafonably, nor will endure that order 
be interrupted to no purpofe, he will never give an extraordinary 
Commiflionunlefie it be toa proportionable end 5. whofoever pre- 
tends to a licence of preaching by reafon of an extraordinary cal- 
fing, muft look that he be furnifhed with an extraordinary meffage, 
left his Commiffion be ridiculous 5 and when hee comes he muft be 
{ure to fhew his authority by an argument proportionable ; chat is, 
by fucha probation without which no wife man can reafonably be- 
Jeeve him; which cannot be leffe then miraculous and divine. In all 
| ether cafes he comes under the curfe of the 2o# miffz, thofe whom 
God fent not, they go on their own errand, and muft pay themf{elves 
their wages. — 

But befides that, the Apoftles were therefore to have an immedi- 
are miffion, becaufe they were to receive new inftrudtions: thefe 
inftructions were fuch as were by an ordinary, and yet by a diftinét 
miniftery to be conveyed for ever after ; and therefore did defigne 
an ordinary, fucceflive, and lafting power and authority, Nay our 

‘blefled Lord went_one ftep further in this provifion, even to re- 
| mark the very firft fucceflors and partakers of this power, to be ta- 

ken sato the let of this minifery, and they were the feventy two whom 
Chrift had fent (as probationers of their future preaching) upona 
fhort errand into the Cities of Judah: But by this affignation of 
more perfons then thofeto whom he gave immediate Commiffion. 
| hedid declare that the office of preaching was to be difpenfed by a 

| feparate and peculiar fort of men, diftinct from the people, and yet 

by others then thofe who had the cammiflion extraordinary ; that 
is, by fuch who were to be called to it by an ordinary vocation, 

As Chrift conftituted the office and named the perfons, both ex- 


+ me: 


| traordinary and ordinary, prefent and fucceffive ; fo he provided | 


gifts for them too, that the whole difpenfation might be his, and 
might be apparent. And therefore Chrift when hee afeendedup on 
bigh gave gifts to men, to this very purpofe; and thele giftscom- 
‘ing from the fame Spirit made feparation of diftinct minifteries 
‘under the fame Lord. So S.Pasé teftifiesexprefly, Naw there are 
diverfities of gifts, but the fame fhirit, x Deupiots Daxorsivina | there are 


if, 


Gos 
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different admuniftrations ( differencies of minifteries; it ¥ the pro-| — 


per word for Church offices 5 the miniftery is diftinguifhed by the 
gift; Tt is wot 4 gift for the miniffery, but the miniflery it felf is the 
gift, and diftinguifhed accordingly. An extraordinary minjftery 


needs an extraordinary and a miraculous gift; that is 4 mira- 
culous calling and vocation and defignation by the holy Ghoft; | 


but an ordinary gift cannot fublime an ordinary perfon to a. 


fpernaturall imployment; and from this difcourfe of the dif, | 


fering gifts of the Spirit, Saint Pas/ without any further artifice, 


con. | 


Verf. 28. 
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|concludes that the Spirit intended a diftinction of Church- officers for A 


the work of the miniftery ; for the conclufion of the difcourfe is, 
that Ged bath fet fome in the Church, firft Apoftles, fecondarily Pro- 
piets, third'y Teachers; and leftall Gods peoplefhould ufurp thefe 


offices. which God by his Spirit hath made feparate and diftinguifh-| - 
| ed headdes, Ave all Apoftles? areal Prophets? are all Teachers? \£€{o,| 
| 


then were all the body one member, quite contrary to nature, andto 


-|Gods Oeconomy. 


And thar this defignation of diftintt Church-officers is for ever, S, 
Paul alfo affirmes as exprefly as this queftion {hall need 5.Are gave 
fowe tpoftles, fome Prophets, and fome Evangelifts, and [ome Pcftors 
and Feahers, es tenov ddaxovias, for the wrk of the miviflery, till we all 
arrive at the unity of fatth, which as foonas it fhall happen, then 
commeth the end. Till the end be, the %e.v Dexovian the work of 
the Atiniftery muftgo forwards, and is incumbent upon the Paftors 


and Teachers ; this is their work, and they are the minifters, whom | 


the holy Ghoft defigned. - | 

1. For, Iconfider that eitherto preach requires but an ordinary 
or an extraordinary ability; if it requires an extraordinary, they who 
are illiterate and unlearned perfons are the unfitteft men in the 
world for it ¢ if.an ordinary fufficiency will difcharge it, why cannot 
they fuppofe the clergy of acompetency, and ftrength fufficient to 
do that which an_ordinary underftanding, and faculties can per- 
form ? what need they entermeddle with that, to which no extraor- 


| dinary affiftance is required? or elfe why do they fee their fhoulder 


to fuch a work, with which no ftrength but extraordinary, iscom- 
menfurate? inthe firft cafeit is needlefle; in the fecond itis ufelefss 
in both vain and impertinent. For either no man needs their help, 
or if they did, they are very unable to help; Iam furetheyare, if 
they be unlearned perfons 3 and if they be learned,they well enough 
know, that to teach the people is not a power of {peaking, but is alfo 
an actof jurifdiction.and authority, and in which, order is at leaft 


and thofe are moft confident who bave leaft reafon. 

2. Although as Homilies to the people are now ufed according to 
the fmalleft rate, many men more preach then fhould, yet befides 
that to preach prudently, gravely, pioufly, and with truth,requires more 


{abilities then are difcernable by the people, fuch as make even a plain 


work reafonable to wife men, and ufefull totheir hearers, and ac- 
ceptable to God befides this, I fay, the office of teaching is of 
larger extent then making homilies, or {peaking prettily enough to 
pleafe the common and undifcerning auditors. They that areap- 
pointed to teach the people muft rejpondere de jure, give account of 
their faith in defiance of the numerous armies of Heretikes; they 
muft watch for their flock, and ufe excellent arts to arme them a- 
gainit all their weakneffes from within,and hoftilities from without; 

they 


concerned inan eminent degree: Learned men arenot fo forward; 


vs 
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A they muft {trengthen the weak, confirme the ftrong, compofe, 


I. 


rioufnelfe, both of State and Religion, and they alfo. belong to 
Paflors for the interefts of Religion, and Teach rs to determine or 
advife in, Eiteuncg Aids dyyiass agyet 4 dvd eav did, Sv7e mlouss Suotats av]is 
Adavovev]as weorrevew, x) unv x ev ardeay Buarals ve x, deat. The preachers 
were always meflengers between God and men, being 4ediatorsby 
their facrifices, and they were interefted in their councells, and 
greater caufes; Andif religion can have influences intocouncells 
of Princes and publick intereft of kingdomes, and that there can be 
any difficulty, latent fenfes, intricacy of queftion, or myfteriouf- 
neffe in Divinity, it will be found that there are other parts of the 
Preachers office, befides making homilies, and that when fo great 


{kill is required it will not be eafie to make pretences to invade it 5 


unleffe a man cannot be an excellent Lawyer without twenty yeers 
fkill and praGtife, befides excellency of natural! indowments, and 


€ | yetcan be an excellent Teacher and guide in all cafes of confcience, 


D 
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meerly with opening his mouth, and rubbing his forehead hard. 
But God hath taken order that thofe whom he hath appointed 
teachers of the people, fhould make it the work and bufinefle of 
their lives, that they fhould diligently attend toreading, to exhor- 


tation, and todoétrine, that they may watch over ther flunk, over 


whons the holy Gholt hath made them overfeers. The inconvenience that 
this difcourfe isliketo meet withall is, that 1c conccrns thofe men 
whoare fure not to underftand it: fpr they that have not the wif- 
dome of Prophets and wife men, cannot eafily be brought to 
know the degrees of diftance between the others wifdomeand their 
ownignorance,s Toknow that theres great learning beyond us is 


a great part oflearning: butthey that have the confidencein the 


midtt of their deepelt igaorance to teach others, want both mo- 

ey a a ee 4s Wisin ote ee le oA on, GN a MR OE bs alaeg a 
defty and underftanding too, either, to perceive or to confefie their 
own wants, they never kiffed the lips of the wife, and therefore 


think all the world breaths a breath as fenoy and moorifhas them-_ 


2, Befides the confideration of the ability thac a feparate num- 
ber of men (hould be'the teachers. and it be not permitted promi- 
fcuoufly to every perfon ofa confident language and bold faney, is 
highly neceflary in the point of prudence and dutytoo. Of Pru- 
dence, becaufe there can be no fecurity againft all the evil doctrines 
of the world in a_promifcuous uncho‘en company of Preachers. 
For if he be allowed the pretence of az extraordinary, hefhall belie 
the holy Spirit, to coufen you, when he hath.amindetoit: Ifyou 
: allow. 


the fcrupulous, fatisfiethe doubtfull, and be ready to anfwer cafes| 
of confcience; and I beleeve there are not fo little as 5000 ca- 
fes already {tarted.up among the Cafuifts, and for ought I know, 
there may be 5000 times 50003 And there are fome cafes of 
| confcience that concetn Kings and kingdomes in the higheft mytte- 


| 


uftath, in 
Thad. a, 


15 


20 (| The Divine inftitution of 


allow him nothing but an ordisary fhirit, thatis, abilities of art and 
nature, there cannot in fuch difeourfes be any compenfation for the 
| diforder,or the danger,or the {chifmes,and innumerable Churches, 
when one head andtwo members {hall make adiltin@ bady, and all 
fhall pretend to Chrift, without any other common term of union. 
Andthis whichis di/order in the thing, is allo d:/honoursble tothis 
part of religion; and the divine mefiages fhall- be conveyed'to the 
people by common Curvéers or rather #2:/fergers by clance,and as they 
goe by, whereas God fent at firlt Embaffadors extraordinary, and then 
left his Ze¢gers in hisChurch forever, But chereis alfoa duty tooto 
be fecured ; for they that have the guiding of fouls muft remember 
that they mult be aber Sadao Tes, wafe remder an acccust 3 and that can- 
not be done with joy, when it (hall be indifferent to any man to fuper- 
{eminate what he pleafe: and (by the way) I fuppofe, they who are 
apt to enter into the Chaire of Do&torsand Teachers. would be un- 
willingto be charged witha cure of fouls; Ifthey knew what that 
means, they would atticle more ftriCtly before they would ftand | 
charged with it; and yet itis harder to fay that there is no fuch 
thingas ths care of fouls; thatChriftleft his ficck to wander and to 
guide themfelves, or te finde fhepherds at the charges of accident 
andchance. Chrift hath madea better provifion, and after he bad 
with the greateft earneftnefle committed to S, Peter the care of feed- 
ing hislambesand fheep, S, Peter didit carefully, and choughtit 
part of the fame duty to provide other thepherds, who fhould alfo 
1 feed the flocks by a continuall provifion and attendance; Te Presby- 

‘ters which are awong you, I who alfo au a Presbyter exhort, feed the flock 
of God which is anong yo, dirmoatv]ss txxciae, aes uws, Boing the office of | 
Bifhops over thene, taking fupravificn or overfight of them wallingly 
and of aready minde. The Psefbyters and Bifhops, they areto feed 
the flock, there was mins @ flock to be diftinguifhed from the 
mires, the fhepherds, the elders via, and the flock among yon, diftin- 
guithed by a regular office of teaching, and a relation of hepherds and 


I Pet. 5. 1,2. 


fcc, 
But this difcourfe would be unneceflary long, unleffe I fhould 


16 | omit many arguments, and contra¢t the reft. Ienely hall defire it 
be confidered, concerning the purpofe of that part of divine provi- 
‘dence, in giving the Chriftian Church Commandements concerning 
" provifions to be made for the preachers 5 Let the Elders that rule well 
1 Tim. 5. 


have a double honour, an elder brothers portion at leaft, both of ho- 
nour and maintenance, efpecially if they labour inthe word and doGrine; 
and the reafon is taken out of 440/es Law, but derived from the natu- 
‘vall, Bové triteranté non ligsbis os. For God hath crdained that thofe that 
labour in the Gofhellfhould live of the Gofp:ll, This argument will force 
us to diftinguith perfons, or elfe our perfes will; and ifall will have 
a right to preach the Gofpell thae think themfelves able, then alfo | 
they have a right to be maintained too. 


ee eee, 
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‘A |- I fhalladde no more, 1 God hath defigned perfons to teach the, 
people,:-a charged them with the care of fouls, 3 giventhem com- 
million to goe into all the world, 4 given them gifts accordingly, 
5 charged the people to attend and toobey, 6 hath provided them 
majntenance ard fupport, and 7 feparated them to reading, to exhor- 
' tation, and to doctrine froin the affairs of this world, that they may 
| attend to thefe, by the care ofthe whole man, Ifany man in charity 
or duty will do any ghoftly offices to his erring or weak brother, he 
may have areward of charity: for in this fenfe it is that Tertal/2- | 
an{ayes, that in remote and barbarous countreys the Laity doe Sa- 
cerdotio aliqnatenus fungi. But if he invades the publick chair,be may 
meet withthe curfe of Corah, ifhe intends malicioufly ; or ifbe have 
fairer, but miftaken purpofes, the gentler fentence pafled upon 
Uzzah may be the wortt.of his evill portion. | 


Sect. IV. 


I Inftance next in the cafe of Baptifme, which indeed hath fome 


ft. 


difficulty and prejudice pafled upon it ; and although it be putin 
the fame Commiflion, intrufted to the fame perfons, be a facred 
C | miniftery, aSacrament and a myfterious rite: whofe very Sacra- 
mentall and feparate nature, requires the folemnity of a diftin® 
order of perfons for its miniftration, yetif the laity may be admit- 
ted to the difpenfation of fo facred and folemn rites, there is nothing 
in the calling of the Clergy that can diftinguifh them from the reft 
! of Gods people, butthey fhall be holy enough, to difpence holy 
offices without the charges of paying honour and maintenance to 
others to.do what they can do themfelves, | 
In oppofition to which, I firft confider, that the ordinary mini~ 
fter of baptifme isa perfon eonfecrated; the Apoftles and their 
D | fucceffors in the office Apoftolicall, and all thofe that partake of 
that power; and itneeds no other proof, but the plain production 
ofthe Commifhon; they who are teachers by ordinary power, and 
authority, they alfo had command to baptize all nations: and ba- 
ptifme being the folemne rite of initiating difciples, and making the 
{firft publick profeffion of the inftitution, it isin reafon and analogy 
of the myftery to be miniftred by thofe who were appointed to 
collect che Church,and make Difciples, It is as plain and decretory 
aCommiffion, as any other myfterioufnefle of Chriftianity; and | 
hath been accepted fo for ever as the doctrine of Chriftianity, as | 
may appear in # Igvatins, > Tertullian, ¢ S Gelafius, 4 S,Epiphan'ns, pi ad 
and ¢ S.Hierom ; who affirme in variety of fenfes, that B:fbops, Priefts rn Lib de Bapt. | 
and Deacons Onely are to baptize 5 fome by ordinary right, fome by | ¢4pift.1.c9. | 
deputation; of whichil fhall afterwards give account 5 But all | ¢/¢t#-79. | 
the Fas ord:nariun they intend to Axe upon the Clergy according to | Lucifer, 
divine inftitution and commandement, So thatin never | 
| might 
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might haptize wb meleav & Jf avbyems upct urgend neecffity, yet| A 
this cannot upon jufft pretence invade the ordmary miniftery, 
becaufe God had difpenfed the affairs of his Church, fo that-cafes 
of neceffity doe not often occurre tothe prejudice and diffokutton 
of publike order , and minifteries; and if permiflions Being made 
to fupply necefities, be brought further chenthe cafe of exeepti- 
oti gives leave, the permiffion is turned into'a erime,and doe’ greater 
violence tothe rule, by how much it was fortified by thae very ex- 
ception, asto other cafes not excepted. And although in cafe of 
extreme neceflity every man may preach the Gofpel, as to dying 
Heathens, or unbeleeving perfons, yet ifthey dothis without fuch, 
orthelikenecefity, what at firft was charity, in the other cafe is 
fchifme and pride, the two greateft enemies to charity in the |. 

world. : | | 
3 But now for the thing it felf, whether indeed any cafe of nece& 
fi:y can tran{mit to lay-perfons 2 right of baptizing, it muft be 
diftin@ly confidered. Some fay it does. For Ananias baptized 
Paul, who yet (as itis faid ) was not inholy orders; and that the 
2006 Converts at the firft Sermon ofS, Peter were all baptized by 
the Apoftles, isnot eafily credible,’ it being too numerous a body 
for fo few perfons to baptize; arid when Peter had preached to 
Cornelius and his family, he eaufed the brethren that came along 
with him to baptizethems; and whether bands had beén impofed 
onthem orno, isnotcertain: And in purfuance of theinftance of 
Ananias, and the other probabilitiés,the Do@ors of the Church have | - 
declared their opinions sends, locales of neceffity, alay-perfor may 
baptize, So Tertullian in his book of bapti!me, Alicqui CG Lateu jus 
ee eft baptizandi. Quodenin ex equo accipstar, ex equedaripoteft, The 
reafon js alfo urged by S. Hierome to the fame purpofe, onely requi- 
ring that the baptizer be a Chriftian, fuppofing whatfoever they 
have received they may alfo give; but beeaufe the reafon con- | 
cludes not, becaufe ( as themfelves beleeve )a Presbyter cannot col- 
| late his Presbyterate, it muft therefore re{t onely upon their bare au- 
thority ; ifit fhall be thought ftrong enough to bear the weight of 
the contrary reafons. Andthe Fathers in the Councel of Eliberis 
| can, 38: determined, Peregre navigantes, aut ft eccleféa tn proximo non fuertt, | 
(° | poffe fidelelene, quilavacrum funn integrum habet,nec fit bigamus,bapti- 
Leriin wecelfitate infirmitatis pofitum Catecumenum, ita ut fi fuper- 
vixttit, ad Epifcopune enum produsat, at per manus inepofitioners proficere 
port. The Synod held at Alexandria under Alexander their Bifhop 
| approved the baptifme of the. children by sthasefws, being buta 
|| Rugin.tii.10, | boy; andthe Nécexe Fathers ratifying the bapti{me made by here- 
ticks ( among{t whon they could not but know in fome cafes, there 
was no true Priefthood or legitimate ordination ) muft by neceflary 
| confequence fuppofe bapti{me to be difpenfed effeCually by lay- 
perfons. AndS, Hiéevome is plain, Baptizare ft necelfitas cogatfesmus 
etiane 

e | 
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ae ee La cis; the fame almoft with the Canon of the fourth 
| Councell of Car:hsge, Mualter baptizare non prafumat nift necelfitate | Can. mulier de 
| | cogente: though, by the way, thele words of [ cogente mezeffirate | are Da toae dip aa 
| | notinehe Canon, but thruft in by Grarésx and Peter Lombard Ando Tee 
| the fame opinion is S. Ava>rofe, or he who under his name wrote the hehe 
: Commentaries upon the fourth tothe Eph-fians,2 P. Gelaftus, © S| Epift. Parmen, 
| Auguftene and ¢ I fedcr,& generally all the Scholars after their Matter, | © (3°. 44 
but againft this doctrine were all the African Bifhops for about | vinoff.c.e4. 
150 years; whotherefore rebaptized perfons returning from here- 4 
ticall conventicles 3 Becaufe thofe heretical] Bifhops being depo fed 
and reduced into Lay-communion, could not therefore collate ba- 
ptifme for their want of holy Orders: as appearsin S. Ba/ils canoni- 
call Epiltle to Avphslochivs, where he relates their reafon, and re- 
futesit net. And however Firmi iau and S Cyorian might be deceived 
| in the thinking heretickes quite loft their orders; yet inthis they 
were untouched, that although their fuppofition was queftionable, 
yet their fuperftructure was medled with, vez, that if they had been |- 
Lay perfons, their baptizations were null and invalid, a 
I confefle the opinion hath been very generally taken up in thee § 
laft ages of the Church, and almoft with a Newine contradicente; the 
firft ages had more variety of opinion: and I thinkitmay yetbe 
| ©] confidered anew upon the old ftock. For fince abfolutely, all the 
Church affixes the ordinary miniftery of baptifme to the Clergy ; if | 
others do baptize, doe they fin, or do they not fin? That itisno 
finne, isexprefly afirmedin the 16 Canon of Nicephorus of C. P. 
if the swn father baptezes the childs, or ary other Chri- ee a 
ftian man, itis no fin. *S. Augaftiseisalmoft of ae sunk a6 Sekai NG i ra 
| nother minde, c fi Laicus ne-elfitate compslfws biptif-. Bawndiva’ & 6 hawrbow J 
mum dederit, nefiso an pie quifquim dixe'it,Bapti{mum 6 shes ammip 1 of Ai aol dv- 
: , A J POWOS foros 4 €oTy 6 XP sstavos, 
effe repetendum: Nulla enine cogente necelfetate fi fiat, in icy duzgrian 
| aheni muneris ufurpatio cst 5 fi autem nzcelfitas urgeat, : 
D | aut nulinn, qut venisle delittum est, And of this minde are all they, ,* Lib.2.Conr. 
who by frequent ufing of that faying have made it almoft proverbi- | FP Pamen- 
| all, Fackamvalet, fieri non debet. \f they donot fin, then women and | : 
Lay men have as much right from Chrift to baptize as- Deacons 
or Prefbyters; then they may upon the fame ftock and right dee 
it as Deacons doe: forif a Bifhop was prefent it was‘not lawfull 
for Deacons, asisexprefly affirmed by S, Igastiws in his Epiftleto 
Heroz the Deacon; and S. Epiphazivs with the fame words de- 
nies a jus baptizandi, to women and. to Deaeonss and both of them 
g | affirme it to be proper to Bifhops. Further yet, Tertullian and | pe sap, ady, 
S. Hierom deny a power to Prefbyters to doe it without Epifcopall |: Lucifer, 
difpenfation. Now if Prefbyters and Deacons have this power 
| onely by leave and in certain cafes, thenitismorethenthe women] 
have’; onely that they are fitter perfons to be intrufted with the 
| deputation; alefle neceflity will devolve it upon Prefbyters then 
L- | C 7 | upon _ 
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| sires from the common inrodes,and then the whole office wil perith. 


Babyl.c de ore 
dine, ¢y ink 

de inRtituendis 
minifirie ad fe- 
natum Pragen- 


miffa abrogan. 
da,in l de no- 


a cafe of neceffity;& that there may be a cafe of necefitty for the bleffed 


'ypon Deacons, and upon Deacons then Lay mn, anda lefle yet will | A 
caft it upon Lay m-nthen wessex : and this differcnce isin refpect of | 
humane order and pofitive conftitution, but in the nature of the thing 
according to this doGrine all perfons are equally receptive of it:And 
sherefore to baptize is no part of the grace of Orders, no fruit of the 
holy Ghoft,but a work which may be done by all,and at fome times 
mutt : and if baptif{me may, then it will be bard to keep all che other 


But if Lay perfons baptizing, though in cafe of neceflity, dee fiz, 
as $, Aaguftine feems to fay they doe, then it is certain, Chrift never 
gave them leave fo much as by infinuation 5 and then neither can the 

| Church give leave; for fhe can give leave for no manto fin; and be- 
fides, fuch a deputation were to no purpofe; Becaufe no perfon fhall 
dare to do it, for evill is not to be done, though for the obtaining the 
greateft good : and it will be hard to ftate the queftion, fo that ei- 
ther the childe fhall perifh, or fome other muft perifh forit; for he 
that pofitively ventures upona fin for a good end, worthips God 
| with a finne, and therefore fhall be chank’d with a damnation, ifhe 
dies before repentance; but if the childe fhall not perifh in fuch cafe 
of not being baptized, then why fhould any man breake the rule of 
inftitution ? and ifthe fhal! perith without being baptized, then God | ¢ 
hath affixed the falvation of the childe uponthe condition of ano- 
ther mans finne. . | 

3. And indeed the pretence of cafes of neceflity may doe much 
towards the excufing anirregularity in an extelior rite, though of 
divine inftitution, 22s éveyuns éaéyur 3z0v Curd. But it will not be eafily 
proved that God hath made any fuch neceflities, it is certain that 
for perfons having the ufe of reafon God hath provided a remedy 
that no lay perfon fhould have need to baptize a Catechumen 3 for |” 
his votw or defire of Baptifme thall ferve histurnes; And it will be 
unimaginable that God hath madé no provifion for infants, and yet | 15 
put it upon them in many cafes with equall neceffiry, which with- 
out breach of a divine inftitution cannot be fupplied. | 

4, [fa Lay perfon thall baptize,whether or no shall the perfon bap- 

tized receive benefit, or will any more but the outward att be done? 
for thatthe Lay perfon fhall convey rem Sacramenti or be the mi- | 
nifter of facramentall grace,is no where revealed in Scripture, and is 
again{t che Analogy of theGofpel; forthe werbuns reconciliationis, 
all the whole. miniflery of reconciliation is intrufted to the Prieft, No- 
bis, ( faith S. Paul )to ws who ave Embaffadors. And what difference is 
there, if cafes of neceflity be pretended in the defect of other mini- 
fteries,but that they alfo may be invaded?and cafes of neceffity may 
by other men alfo be numbred inthe other Sacramentsand they have ; 
done fo,& I know,who faid that no man muft confecrate the Sacra- 
ment of the Lords fupper but he that is lawfully called except shere be 


Sacrament 


om 


cell ; which calls the Sacrament in the aiticle of death aveyxu-; 


| bremy ipbhov viaticum, the moftneceflary provifion for our jour-|_ 


ney: and ifa lay perfon abfolves, there isasmuch promife of the 

validity of the one asthe other, unleffe it be faid, that there may 

be abfolute neceflity ofbaptifme, but not fo of abfolution; which 

the maintainers of the other opinion are not apt to profeffe, And 

therefore S. Augiftine did not know whether baptifme adminiftred 

by allay perfon be tobe repeated or no; Nefcioan prt quifquam dix- 

ertt, he knew not; neither doe I. But Sisseon of Thefalonica is 

B confident sls Bawriles ef ut xeresloviex te: No man baptizes out he that 

is in hotly orders the baptifme is null; [cannot fay {05 norcan I fay 

’so Senrv; Let it be reccived. Onely I offer this toconfideration 3 

ifa Deacon can dono minifteriall a& with effect, buta lay perfon 

may doe the fame with effe& upon the perfon fufcipient, whatis 

that {upernaturall grace and inherent and indeleble character which 

a Deacon hath received in his ordination? Ifa Deacon can doe no 

fupernaturall act which were void and nullif done by him that is 

| nota Deacon, he hath nocharaéter, no {pirituall inherent power : 

and that heis made the ordinary minifter of it, 1s for order fake : 

C: | but he that cando the fame thing, hath the fame power and abili- 

ty . by this ground a Lay per fon anda Deacon are not diftinguifhed 
by any inherent character, and therefore they who underftand the 

{pirituall powers and effects of ordination in the fenfe and expreffion 

of an inherent and indeleble chara@er ,will finde fome difficulty in 

allowing the effect ofa lay baptifan. 
But I confider that the inftances of Scripture brought for the law- 


fulnefle of lay~adminiftration, if they hadno particular exception, | 


yet are impertinent to this queftion : for it is not with us pretended 

in any cafe to be Jawfull, but in extreme neceflity: And therefore, 

Db |S. Peters deputing the brethren who come with him to Cernelins to 

baptize his family, is nothing to our purpofe, and beft anfwers tt 

felfe : for either they were of theClergy, who came with them, or 

elfe lay perfons may baptize by the right of an ordinary deputation, 

without acafe of neceflity: for here wasnone: S,?eter might have 
done himfelf. - 

And as for Avanias, he was one ofthe feventy two! and if that 
be nothing, yet he was called rothat miniftration about esl, as 
Paul himfelfe was to the Apofthethip, even by an immediate vocati- 
on, and miffion from Chrift himfelfe. And if this anfwer were not 

| fufficient (as itis moft certainly ) the argument would preffe.fur- 
ther then is intended : for Ava as tells him, he was feat to him that 
be m:ght lay his hands on hin that be might receiv: the holy Ghoft - and 
to do that was more then Philip coulddoe, though he was'a Dea- 
con and in as great a neceffity as this was: And yet befides all this, 
this wasnotacafe of neceffity, unlefle there was never aPrefbyter. 


nT 


the Office Minifteriall, | — ) | 


‘A. Sacrament , thereneeds no other teftimony then the* NéceweCoun-; 4Ceh. 13. 


C2. a or _ 
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If 


12 


diicourfe, and gave up their names upon mature deliberation and 


_ | for infants ; for when God had appointed a miniftery , and fixed it 


| both are commanded, God takes order they thall never croffe each 


or Deacon in all Damaftws, or that God durft not truftany of them | A | - 
with Peul, but onely Asanias, orthat Paxt could not ftay longer 
without bapti(me,as many thoufand cor verts did in defcending ages. 

And for the other conjeGure it is not confiderable at all: forthe 
Apoftles might take three or four days time to baptize the 3000: 
there was no huft done ifthey had ftayeda week : the text infiouates 
nothing to the contrary : The fame day about 3000 were added to the 
Churzh; then they were add:d totheChurch, that is, by vertue and effi- 
cacy of that Serman,who it may be,confidered fome while of S Peters 


pofitive conviction, But 1t isnot faid they were baptized the fame day; 
and yet it was not impoffible for the twelve Apoftles to doe it in one 
day, ifthey had thought it reafonable. | 

For my own particular I with we would make no more neceflities 
then God made, but that we leave the adminiftration of the Sacra- 
ments to the manner of the firft inftitution, and the Clertcall offices 
be kept within their cancells, that no Lay hand may pretend a rea= 
fon to ufurpe the facred miniftery : and fince there can be no 
neceflity for unbaptized perfons of yeers of difcretion, becaufe 
their defire may fupplythem, it were well alfoifour charity would 
finde fome other way alfo, to underftand Gods mercy towards 
infants: for certainly be is moft mercifull and full of pity to them 
alfo: and if there be noneglett of any of hisown appointed mi- 
nifteries, fo as he hath appointed them, methinks it were but reafo- 
nable to truft his goodnefle with the infants in other cafes: for it. 
cannot but bea jealoufie anda fufpicion of God, a nor daring to 
truft him, and an unreafonable proceeding befide, that we will ra- 
ther venture to difpenfe with divine infticution,then think that God 
will : orthat we fhall pretend more care of children then God hath: 
when we will break an inftitution, and the rule of an ordinary mi- 
niftery of Gods appointing, rather then caft them upon God: as 
if God loved this ceremony better then he loved the childe: for fo 
it muft be, if the childe perifhed for want of it: and yet ftill me- 
thinks according to fuch doGrine, there was little or no care taken 


with certain rules and a proper deputation: in reafon( knowing in 
all things elfe how mercifull God is and full of. goodneffe ) we 
fhould have expe(ted that God fhould have given exprefle leave to 
have gone befides the firft circumftances of the Sacrament, ifhe had 
intended we might or fhould: and that he fhould have told us fo 
too: ratherthenby leaving them faft tyed without any exprefle 
| cafes of exception, or markes of difference, permit men to difpute 

and {tand unrefolved between a cafe of Duty. and a point of Chari- 
ty for although God will have mercy rather then facrifice,yet when 


other, and facrifice is to be preferred before mercy, when the facri- 
fice 


A ficeis in thecomiiandement.and the mercy is not: ag itis in the pre-|_ 
fent queftion. Andif it were otherwife in this cafe, yet becaufe 


B. 


| C 


[ | a2, either may do it 5 and whether that be not onely of danger in 


lB 


-}imployment, and a thing befides the cafe of neceflity: I know not 


| able whither theexample may drive: b Petulans wulier quae afurpa- 


| tothe Church of Exgland to detesrhine as for her own particular, 


the Office Minifteriall. 


God loves mercy fo well, why fhould we not think, that God him- 
felf will thew this mercy to this Infant when he hath not expretled 


. .| his pleafure that wee fhould do it > wee cannot bee more mercifull 


thenheis. __ 

The Church of England hath determined nothing in this parti- 
cular, that I know of onely when in the firft Liturgy of King 
rdwerdthe fixt, a rubrick was inferted permitting midwives to bap- 
tize in cafes of extreme danger, it was left out in the fecond Litur- 
gies, which is at lealt an argument fhe intended to leave the queftion 
andetermined; if at leaft that omiffion of the claufe was notalfoa 
| rejection of the Article : Onely this Epiphanins objeQs it againft the 
“CMarcionites, and Tertullian againft the Gaafticks, that they did per- 
“mit women to baptize: I cannot fay but they made it an ordinary 


whether they did or no, Fut if they be permitted it is confider- 


‘wit docére,annon utique éx tingendi jus fibi parier? that 1 may turn 
-gertullians Thefisintoan Interrogative, The women ufurp the office of 
‘teaching, if alfo they may be permitted to baptize, they may in timear- 
_ yogate and invade other minifteries; or if they do not by reafon of 


[ust meesi1@ leptos | the abfence of the Prieft is neceflity enough for 
a woman to baptize; for fo fayes Gabriet Philadelphienfis In the 
abjence of a Prieft a Chriftian Laick may baptiXe, whether it be man or wor 


the fequell, but in it felf a very diflolution of all difcipline, I leave 


‘thatae leaftche Sacrament be left ingtrely.to Clericall difpenfation: 
‘geeording to.divine commandment, .«, 


when he (aid, Repent and be baptized every ong of yaniv the name of 


‘the naturall ‘and political incapacity of their perfons, yet others | 
‘may upon the fame ftock: for ngceffity confifts not in a Mathe-| 
maticall point, but hath latitude which may be expounded to in- | 
‘convenience; and that! fay truthand fear reafonably, I need no| 
‘other teftimony then the Greek Church, for amongft them a| 


One thing. I offer to confideration 5. that .fince the keyes of the 
kingdomie of heaven be moft notorioufly and fignally ufed in bap-| 
tifme, in which che kingdome of heaven the Gofpel, and all its pro-| 
eviifes, is opened to allibeleevers, and though as certainly ‘yer. leffe | 
principally. # reconciling penitents, and admitting them to the com- | 
tnunion of thefaithfull, it may be of ill. gonfequence, to lecthem | 
be ufurped by hands to whom they were not copfigned. Gertainit| 
1s S. Peter whed his keyes, and opened the kingdome of heaven firft, | 


Sofas Chréft for the remilfion of fins, and ye lbali receipe the giftof” the| 
Holy Ghof. However asto the sai? ihc wee havenpt onely| 
| ee the | 
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the univerfall doctrine of Chriftendome, but alfo exprefle authori- 
ty and commiffion in Scripture, fending out Apoftles and A poftoli- 
call men, perfons of choice and (peciall defignation to baptize all s4- 


‘| #ons, and to entertain them into the fervices and inftitution of the 
_ [holy Jefus, 


SecT. V. 


r. ” Shall inftance but once more, but it,isia the moft folemn, fa- |. 
[ cred and divineft myftery of our Religion; that in which the 
Clergy intheir appointed miniftery do Ssexovévzes weeilde, fland 
between God and tke people, and do fulfill a {peciall and incomprehen- 
fible miniftery, which the Angels themfelves dolook into with admira- 
tion ; to which the people if they come without fear, cannot come] . 
without finne; and this of fo facred and referved my fterioufnefie, | 
that but few have dared to offer at with unconfecrated hands: fome 
have. But the Eucherif? 1s the fuloeffe of all the myfterioufneffe of 
four religion; and theClergy when they officiate here, are moft 
1Cor41. | truly inthe phrafe of Saint Paul,d:pen/atores myfteriorum Dei, difpen- | 
| fers of the great myfteries of the kingdome. For (to ufethe word 
of Saint Cyprian) Fefus Chrift is our high Prieft, and him ifclf hecame oar 
facrifice which he finifbed upon the croffein a reall performance, and now 
in his office of Adediatorfhip makes intercefiton for us by 4 perpetuall ex=| 
hibition of bimfelf, of his own perfon in heaven, whith a contisuall\ 
oft fummus fa- | acvally reprefented argument to move God to mercy to all thar bileeve iny 
cerdos Dei pa- and obey the Holy Fe fues, | a | 
ciam Patri feipfum primus obtulit, Cy hoe fleri in fui commemorationem precepit, utique ille facerdos vice Chrifti vere 
_ | fungitur,qui id quod Chriftus fecit, imitatur : &y facrificium verum ¢ plenum tunc offert in Ecclefia Deo Patri, fi inci- 
piat efferre fecundurm quod ipfumn Chriftum videat obtuliffe. 


Now Chrift did alfo eftablifh a number of {elect perfons, to 
bee minifters of this great facrifice , finifhed upon thecroffe; that 
they alfo fhould exhibit and reprefent to God (in the manner 
| which their Lord appointed them ) this facrifice, commemora- 
ting the sition and fuffering of the great Prieft 5 and by way of prayers 
and impetration, offering up that ation in behalf of the people, 
‘| 8d a8 dre Qunaciesor dramas Tas Sveias, (as Gregory Naz. exprefies it ) 
fending up facrifices to be laid upon the Altar in heaven, that the 
Church might bee truly united unto Chrift their head, and in the | 
way of their miniftery may do what he does in heaven; for he ex- 
hibites the /acrifice, thatis, binefélf, a€tually and prefentially inhea-| | 
_|ven: the Prieft on earth commemorates the fame, and by his| E } 
| prayers reprefents it God in behalf of the whole Catholike Church |. 

prefentially too, by another and more my eros way of prefence; 

‘but both Chrift in heaven, .and his minifters on earth do actuate 
that facrifice, and. apply it to its purpofed defigne by praying to 

'God in vertueand ‘merit of that facrifice; Cbrift bsmfelf, ina high 


Ad Cziil. 


2 


on * . 


: the Office Minifteriall. 
A and glorious manner ; the miniffers of his priefthaod (as it becomes 
minifters ) humbly, facramentally, and according tothe energy of 
humiane advocation and interceffion ; This is the fummie and great 
myfterioufnefle of Chriftianity, and is now to be preved, | 
This is exprefly defcribed in Scripture ; that part concerning 


Chrifts priefthood ; affirming that Chrift is « Prieft for ever 3 he hath 
therefore «unchangeable prie/thood, becaule he coxtinueth for ever, 
and be fives for ever to make interceffion for ws ; this he does as Prieft, 
and therefore it muft be by offering a facrifice,[ for every bigh Pricft 
is ordarned tooffer gifts and facrifices | and therefore st # wece/fary hee 
alfa have fomething to offer, as longas heisa Prieft, that is, for ever 
till che confummation of al] things; fince therefore he hath nothing 
new to offer, and fomething he muft continually offer, it is evident, 
he offers himfelf as the medium of advocation, and the inftance and 
— of a prevailing interceflion; and this he calls | a@ more ex- 
cellent miniftery Jand by it, Je/us s 2 minifter of the SanZuary and of the 
‘| true Tabernacle, that is, heas our high Prieft officiatesin heaven, in| 
the great office of a Mediator, in the merit and power of his death 
and refurrection, Now what Chrift does always in a proper and 
moft glorious manner, the minifters of the Gofpel alfo do.in theirs : 
| commemorating the facrifice upon the crofle, givizg thanks, and 

celebrating a perpetual! Eucharift for it, and 47 declaring the death of 
Chrift, and praying to God in the vertue of it, for all the members of 
‘1 the Church, and all perfons capable ; it is i gemere orationis a facti- | 
fice, and anioftrument of propitiation, as all holy prayers are in 
‘| their feverall proportions. 

‘And this was by 4 precept of Chrifts Hoc facite, Do this in remem- 
brance of me, Nowthis precept is but twice reported of, inthe new 
Teftament, though the infticution of the Sacrament, be four times, 
And it is done with admirable myftery; to diftinguifh the feverall | 
intereft, and operations which concern feverall forts of Chriftians in 
their diftinét capacitics: S. Pail thus reprefentsit; { Take eat——— |} 
This do in remembrance of me) plainly refetring this precept to all 
that are to eat and drink thé fymbofs: fot they alfo do in their | 
manner ¢sumciate, declare, or téprefent, the Lords death till hee} 
come. And Saint P.s/ profecutes it with inftruCtions particular to | 


ing cautions againtt suworthy manducation, and for diie preparation 
taitsreception. But S. Luke reports it, plainly toanother purpofe, 
[ and hetenk bread, and gave thanks, and brake tt, and gave it unto 
them, faying: This is my bod« which is given for yous} Hoe facite, This] 
doin remembrance of me: |, This cannot but relate to ‘accepét, gratias 
egit, fregit, diftribuit ; Hoc facite, Here wasno manducationexpref- 
(ed; and therefore Hoc facite concerns the Apoftles:in the. capacity 


the | 


Chrift isthe do@rine of S, Pasi, who difputes largely concerning |. 


the xavevtr Jess to them that do communicate, as appears in the facceed- | 


‘of minifters, not as receivers but as Gonfecrdtors and. givers 5 and.if| 


Heb.7.23, 8c, 


And& ver.2> 
3,&¢, 
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ithe inflicucion had been reprefented in one fcheme without this my- 
| (terious diftinCtion, and provident feparation of imployment, wee || 
had been eternally ina cloud, and have needed a new light to guide 
us; but now the Spirit of God hath done it in the very firlt foun- 
tains of Scripture. - a a - | 

5: And this being the great myftery of Chriftianity, and the onely 
remanent exprefle of Chrifts facrifice on earth, itis moft confonant 
to the Analogy of the myftery, that this commemorative facri- 
fice be prefented by perfons as feparate, and diftiné in their mini- 
{tery , as the facrifice it {elf 1s from, and above the other parts of our 

religion, | : | | : | 

6 «. T hus alfo the Church of God hath for ever underftood it, with- 
: out any variety of fence or doubtfulnefle of diftinguifhing opini- 
ons. It was the great excellency and fecret miniftery of the reli- 
gion, to confecrate and offer the hely fymbols and Sa¢raments: 
I fhall tranfcribea_paffage out of Ju/ts Afertyr giving the account 
of it to Astoninus Pius 10 his Oration ta him; and it will ferve 
in {tead of many 3 for it tellsthe religion of the Chriftians inthis 
Videetiam {| myftery, and givesa full account of all the ceremony. Mavadyevos 
ht Tov tinay tmila wessosedlata aestsun Tay advagay der@ x, avmieroy UdTes H KPa. 
vel@-, xc. ** When the prayers are done, then is brought to the 
“© Prefident of the brethren [the Prieft] the bread, and the Chalice | © 
“* of wine mingled with water, which being received he gives praife 
“‘ and glory tothe Father of all things, and prefents them in the 
“ name of the Soa.and the Holy Spirit, and largely gives thanks,that 
* he hath been pleafed to give us thefe gifts: and when he hath fini- 
* thed the prayers and thankfgiving, all the people that is prefent, 
‘© witha joyfull acclamation, fay: Amen, Which whenitis done by 
“ the Prefidents and.people, thofe which amongft us are called Dee- 
“© cons and Minifters,diftribute to every one that is prefent, that they 
“ may partake of him, is whom the thanks were prefented, the Eu- 
“¢ charift, -bread, wine, and water; and may bear it tothe abfent. | ° 
“© Moreaver this nourifhment is by us called the Eucharift, which it 
*¢is lawfull for none to partake, but to him who beleeyes our Do- 
‘© Grine true, and.is wafhed in the Laver for the remiffion of finnes, | _ 

‘“ and wegeneration; and that lives fo as Chriftdelivered. For wee| 
“ donot take it ag common bread, and commen drink; but as by 
“¢ the werd of God .Jefus Chrift the Saviour of the world was 
‘¢ snade flefh.and for our falvation fake had flefh and bloud-after the 
‘¢ fame.manner alfo we are. taught that this nourifhment, in which by 
“¢ sheprayers of his word, which is from him the food in which thanks 
“ate given, OF the canfecrated food by which our flefh and bloud | - 
| © Dy mnatation or.ghange are nourithed, is the flefh andbloud of 
< cheancarnate.jelus, For the Apoftles in their commentaries which 
“ they wrote, which-grecalled the Gofpels, fodeliveredythat Jefus 
* dommended.!,.For when he had given thanks and taken bread, he 
- | | : aid, 


> 
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A‘ ‘*faid, Do this in remembrance of me; Thists my body; Acd | ! 
>| “tikewife taking the Chalice, and having given ehanks he faid, 
“(This is my blood, ! and that he gave it to.shem:alone. {| This 
oneteftimony I reckon as fufficient: who pleafetofeemore, may}; 
obferve the tradition full teftified and.intice,in 4 Fenatins, > Glemzens a Epift. ad 
Romanus, or who ever wrote the Apoftolicall Conftitutions in his Tax. — 
sag : 4 - | og € Ens : 6 £26.16 33, 
name ,¢ Tertullian, 4 S. Cyprian, ¢ S. Athanafins, © Epiphantys y' dy lib. 8 cys; 
2S. Bafil, 4S. chryftome, ( almoft every where) i S. Hicrome, | o De precript. 
k S, Auguftize; and indeed we cannot look in vain, into any of the: 7,5 I. Bp 2. 
3 : ee ee eae : O79 e163. 
Old writers: The fumme of whofe doGrine in this particular, I fhall ; Zp 15. ~ 
reprefent inthe words of the moft ancient of them, S. Igzativs, fay-| de Hebri a 
ing, that he is worse then aninfidell thit offers to officiate about the haly | sionem reddit 
Altar unleffe b: be a Béfhop or a Pricft, | | eum calice fa- 
CTO ut 
tuiffe.f Haref 79 g Lib. 2. de bapt.c.8.h Lib. 3. ¢y 6. de facerd: Fomil, 61. dy 83. in Matth. dy Hom. 60. ad | 
pop. Antioch. iContr. Lucifer. y Ep. 1. ad Helidor. gy 85. ad Evagrium dy ad Hedito. 150.9 2. k Lib. 20. de } 


(iu. ¢. 10, 
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And certainly he could upon no pretence have challenged the 
Appellative of Chriftiaz, who had dared either himfelfe to invade 
the holy rites within the Chancels, or had denyed the power of ce- 
lebrating this dreadfull myftery to belong onely to facerdotall mi- 
niftration. For either it is faidto be but common bread and wine, 
and then, ifthat were true, indeed any body may minifterit; but 
then they that fay fo are blaphemows, they count the bloud of the Lord 
7 ajue tis dradkens, Cas S. Paws calls itin imitation of the words 
of inftitution ) The bled of the Covenant or new Teftament, a 
propbane or commton thing ; they difcern not the Lords body; they know 
not that tue bread that is broken is the communication of Chrifts body: 
But if it beaholy, feparate, or divine and myfterious thing, who! 
can make it(minifterially I mean)and confecrate or fublime it from } 
common and ordinary bread, butaconfecrate, feparate, and fub- | 
limed perfon? Itis to be done either by a naturall power, or bya | 
D | fupernaturall = A naturall cannot hallow a thing in order to Gods | 

_ and they onely have a fupernaturall, who have derived it from God 
in order to this miniftration; whocan {thew that they are taken up 
into the lot of that Deacon-fhip, which isthetype and reprefent- 
ment of that excellent miniitery of the trae Tabernacle wheré Jefus 
himfelfe does the fame thing, ina higher and more excellent man-| 
ner, : | a oe 

This is the great fecréet of the kingdomé, to which in the Primi- | 

tive Church, many who yet had given up their names to Chrift by | 

E | defignation, or folemnity were not admitted, fo much as to the} 

participation ; as the Cathecumeén:,the Andientes,the Penitentes,Neo- | 

pbytes, and Children : and the miniltery of it was not onely referved | 

for facred perfons, but alfo pérformeéd with fo mueh ge: fe- | 
crecy, that many were not permitted fo much astofee. This ts 

that rite, in which the Prieft intercedés for, and bleffes the people ; 

: offering 


Heb, 16, 46. 
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offering in their behalfe, not onely their prayers, but applying the A 
facrifice of Chrift to their prayers, and reprefenting them with glo- i 
rious advantages, and titles of acceptation, which becaufe it was fo 
excellent, celeftiall, facred, my fticall, and fupernaturall, it raifed up | 
the perfons too ; that she minifteriall Priefthocdin the Church, might |: 
according to the nature ofall greatimploy ments, paffe an excellen- 
cy and-a valué upon the minifters. | | 7 
"- And therefore according to the naturall reafon of religion and 
the devotion of all the world, the Chriftians, becaufe they had the 
greateft reafon fotodo, did honour their Clergy with the greateft 
| veneration, and efteem, -Itis without a Metaphor regale Sacerdotinms B 
| aroyall Priefthood, fo S. Peter 3 which although itbe {poken in 
generall of the Chriftian Church, and in an improper large fenfe, 
is verified of the people, yeticis fo to beexpounded, as that pa- 
rallel place of the books of 4#0f¢s, from whence the expreffion is|_ 
borrowed, hall be a kingdome of Pricfis and an Holy Nations; which 
plainly by the fenfe aod Analogy of the Mofaik law , fignifiesa 
nation blefled by God with rites and ceremonies of a feparate religi- 
on; 4 kingdowe in which Prieftsare appointed by God; « kingdome, 
in which nothing is more honourable then the Priefhood; for itis 
certain, the nation was famous inal] the world, foran honourable! C 
Prie(thood 5 and yet the people were not Prieftsinany fenfe, but| ~ 
ofaviolent Metaphor. And therefore the Chriftian mini ftery ha- 


1 Pet, 2.9. 


Exod 19. 6. 


ving greater priviledges, & being honoured with attrectation of the 
| body and bloud of Chrift, and offices ferving to «better Covenant, 
may with greater argument be accounted excellent, honorable, and 
royall; and al} the Church be called 4 royal Priefthood, the deno- 
mination being given to the whole, from the moft excellent part ; 
becaufe they altogether make one body under Chrift the head, the 
medium of the union being the Priefs, the collectors of the 
Church, and inftrument of adunation; and reddendo fingula fingulis D 
dividing to each his portion of the expreflon, the peopleis a’ 
pecnliarpeople, the Clergy « boly Priefthood: and all in conjunction, 
and for feverall excellencies 4 chofenNation: fothat Bactaciov ieos-reuua 
isthe fame with Banatras itesrrome the Priefthood of the kinedome, 
that is, the miniftery of she Gofpeld: forinthe new Teftament the 
kingdome | fignifies the Gofpell: and @acas:® is the fame with 
wuayyrnses Kingly isof, or belonging to th: Gofpel: for therefore it 
‘lis obfervable, it is mot Beary but feat icegnvue, not well 
rendred by the vulgar Latine regale (a:erd: tim as if Kingly were 
the Appellative or Epithete of this Priefthood it is regr#wz,a Prieft- 
hood appertaining to the kingdowz of the Gofpel ; and the Prieft be~, 
ing enumerated diftin@ly from the people, the Priz/'s of the king- 
dome and the people of the Ringdome are all holy and ch:fen ; but its 
| their feverall manner: the Priefts of the kingdome tho/e, the people | 
ofthekingdome, tee; to bring or defigne ‘a fpirituall facrifice, 


_ the. 
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the Prie(? to offer its or altogether to facrifice the Prieft by his propet 
thiniftery, the people by theiraflent, conjunction and affiftarce,| 
chofen to ferve God, not onely in their own formes, but under the 
mini{trations of an honourable Priefthood.. | y 
And in all the defcent of Chriftian religion it was indeed honora-| — 
ble, i @ isegovvn Jeaciras EH sis ys, ThE N tasegvion Eye Tey ULTOY, ro 
S. Chriyfoftome, the Chriftian Priefthood does its miniflery and is per ected] |. | 
on meh but bath the beauty, order, and excellency of the ronal sa Gal pine 
{o that I thall not need to take notice of the Lamina aurea which Po-| 4if.lib.s.c.25 
lycrates reports S, John to have worne in token of his regal priefthood, ee | 
2 wreath of Gold; (fo allo did S. James Bifhop of Ferufalen as S. Hie-| 78. 
ronce and Epipbaniys report ) nor the exemption of the Clergy from 
tribute, their authority with the people, their great donatives and 
titles of fecular advantage 5 thefe were accidenitall to the Miniftery, 
and relyed upon the favour of Princes, and devotion of the people 5 
and if they had been more, yet are lefle then the honours God had 
beftowed upon it; for certainly there isnot a greater degree of pow-} . 
er inthe world then to remit andretain finves, and toconfecrate the fa- 
cramentall fymbols into the myfterioufnefle of Chrifis body and bloods 
nora greater honour, then that God in heaven fhould ratifie what 
the Prieft does on earth ; and fhould admit him to handle the facri- 
fceofthe world, and-to prefent the fame which in heaven is pre~ 
{ented by the eternall Jefus, | 
© Bustas memories avarudrlusispnes, 


O Lundy rashes eyenudees’ @ (eryeroro 
| dope Ose aalesasey cv Upelecyar Oigoy TEs. - 
So Gregory Nazianzen de(cribes the honour and myfterioufueffe of 
the Priefts power: The meinifter the [pirituall and unbloudy facrifice,| 
they are honourable Guar deans of, foules, they bear the workof Ged in theit 
| bands. And S. Hierom {peaking of thefe words of S. Paul, I 4m ordai- 

ned a prescher and an Apoftle: Quod Paulus ait, ( Apoftolus Jefu Chri- 
fii | tale mihi videtur qual dixiffet, prafettus pratorte Augufti Caloris, 
magifter exercitws Trberit tmperatoris. And alittle after, grandem 
inter C briftianes fi bi vindicans dignitatem Apoftolorum fe Chrifli titulo|- 
prenstautt, ubkext p(alecturos nominis authoritate deterreret, indicans 
omnes qui Chrifto crederent, debere effe ‘Ahi fubje#os. . And therefore 
$. Chryfeftoue fays itis the thick o hereticks not to give to Bifhops 
titles of their eminency and honour which God hath vouchfafed 
them : Ut Diabolus,itactian: quilibes facit bereticus uehementilfimus in 
tempore perfecutionis, loquens cum Pontifice, nec eum vocat Pantifi cert, 
nec Archiepif{copun, nec religéofi{fimum.nec fanttum,fed quid £ Reveren- 
tia tus Cre.nomins ili adducit communia, ejusnegans anthovitatem: Di-| 
abolus hoe tunc feet in Deo: ‘It is rabagnni réfts and daxemnns, A 
{eparating and purifying ofder of men, fo Dionyfius callsit but Na- 
zianzen {pealtes greater and more glorious words yet: and yet what. 


isno morethena fober truth: for he calls the Prielt iv ui’ dyi- 
: , ee 


7 . —- < 


A! 


ro 


1 Tin. 1.3. 


The Divineinftitation of 


' Awy snotuevey 1 Ee] dexctyybrwr ddEdlor]a, x tm mo ava Sunacheroy avaviv~Lenre | A. 

was Swotag © XeisP ovviegivour]a, x To uislov eemctv, Bedv eov'ueroy, xy Oeomorhoarze° 

He flands with Angels and is ragnified with Archangels; be fends facri-~ 

fies to aceleftial altar, qndis confecratedin the Priefthood of Chrift, 4 

divine perfon, and an inftrument of m-+king others fotoo, Ufhalladde 

Tim s.17. 0 More as to this particular Theexprefie precepts of God in Scrip- 

Heb.13.17. | ture are written in great characters, there isa dou5/e honour to be gi- 

2Cor.2.9- yentothe Ecclefiafticall rulers, Ra/ers tht allo labour in the word and 

ee a dofirn-: There is obedience dueto them, obedsence in all things, 

: and effzmestion, and love, imiednmpact, u:ry abundantly s cfeem fach 
"| argos Tes 5 | very highly fer their works fakes 4 cammauricating 10 them in al good| B 
ieee thenas , and their offices are defcribed to be great, feparate, bufie, 
aeoisdusver |eminent and profitable, they are Rul-rs, Prefid nts, fet over us in the 
iuiy avdets | 7 ond, taking cere for us, labo-ring in doctrine. {piritnall perfons, refiorers 

AVGUULTINO Ly | | 
varaenicovles | Of them thst were overtaken in a fault, curates of fouls, fach as mvft give 
acorngisv- | an account for thew the falt, the ligat of the world: {het h:aids; and much 
| more fignifying work, and rule andcareand honour, Butnextto 
Asyvaeo- |the wordsof Scripture there can no more be {aid concerning the ho, 
Sdovres | nour of the facred order of the Clergy, then is faid by S, Chryftefoze 
| inhis books De facerdotio, and S, Ambrofe De dignitate facerdctcls,and| 
no greater thing can be fuppofed communicated to menthen to be C 
the Munifters of God, inthe great conveyances of grace, and infru- | 

ments of God in the pardon of fins, in the confecration of Chrifts bo- 

dy and blood, in the guidance and conduct of fouls. And this was the 

| ftile ofthe Church, calling Bifhops and Priefts according to their 

Olvevbuus dersccanntis refpective capacity, Stewards of the grace of Ged , leaders 

xeehI@ » adwyis Wore, of the blind, alight of them that fitin darknelfeinftruéors of 


lad 


oa = ase Oana ree theignorant, teachers of babes, Stars inthe world, amongit 


riaroy, gasiipas ev xisuy. whom ye {bine as lights in the world,&that is Scripture too; 
flarres in Chrifts right hand, lightsfet upon the candlefticks: And 
now fuppofing thefe premifes, if Chriftendome had not paid pro=| DH 
portionable efteem tothem, they had neither known bow to value 
religion or the myfteries of Chniftianity. But thatall Chriftendome 
ever did pay the greateft reverence to the Clergy and religious ve- 
neration, is a certain argument that in Chriftian Religion the di- 
ftin@ion of the Clergy from theLaity, isfuppofed as a precogni-| 
tue, a principle of the inftitution, Tend this with the words of the 
Can Ve ee 7) Qenerall Councell : Zt is neanifeft to all the world that in the Priest. 
ote Mes day hood thereis order and diftinGion, and to objerve the ordivations and 
iv itpoodvy 3 | olections of the Priesthood with Strinefeand feverity is well plealing to 


°°? 
oe ee | | 
wer bf Beid dhampeiy les THis iepvodons sy xesphoes GEG tety iudgesov. 


SECT. 


the Office Minifierial, | 
_ Sect. VI. | 


Priefthood, which before was very ambulatory, and difpen- 


A S foon as God ‘began to conftitute a Church and fix the 
fed into all families, but ever officiated by the Adsjor.dcme, 


God gives the power and defigns the perfon. And therefore Wo- 


| 


fesconfecrated Aaron agitatws 4 Deo confecrationis Principe faith Dio=, Ecclef. Hie- 


nyfins, Mofes performed the externall rites of defignation, bute God 
was the confecrator, 7av isganxiy Jerctoo isgapyands Ueasabeyuce vad 
Teaetdeyy 0eG- Mofes appointed Aaron to the Prieithood, and gave 
him the order, but tt was onely as the Minister and Deputy of God, under 
God the chief confecrator. Andnoman taketh upou him this hononr but 
he that was called of God a was Aaron, {aithS, Paul. Forinevery 
Priefthood God defigned and appointed the miniftery, and collates 
a power, or makes the perfon gracious: either gives him a {pirituall 
ability of doing fomething which others have not, or if he be onely 
imployed in praying and prefenting facrifices of beafts for the peo- 
ple, yet that fuch a perfon fhould be admitted toa neerer addrefle, 
and in behalfof the people, muft depend upon Gods acceptation, 
and therefore upon divine conftitution : for there can be no reafon 
given in the nature of thething, why God will accept the interme- 
diation of one 'man for many, or why this man more then ano- 


ther, who poffibly hath no naturall or acquired excellency be- | 


yond many of the people, except what God himfelf makes, 
after the conftitution of the perfon. Ifa {pirituall power be necefla- 
ry to the miniftration, it 1s certain, none can give it but the fountain 
and the principle of che Spiritsemanation. Or if the gracioufneffe 


rarch. 


Dionyf. ibid. 


and aptnefle of the perfon be required sthat alfo being a7bétrary, pre- | - 
| ternatarall and chofen, mutt derive from the divine eleGion: For |. 


God cannot be preferibed unto by us, whom he fhall hear, and 


whoen he fhall entertain ina more immediate addrefle, and freer 


entercourfe.. 7 | 
And this is divinely taught us by the example of the high Prieft 


himfelf: who, becaufe he derived all power from his Father, and | 


aj] his graciou{nefle and favour in the office of Priest and Mediator, 
was alfo perfonally chofen and fent, and took not the Aoseur 


but as itdefcended on him from God , thatthe bozsur and the” 


power, the ability, andthe izistery, might derive from the fame 


|fountain. Christ did not glorifie bimfelf to become high Priest, Ho- 


hour may be deferved by our felves, but always comes from others: 
and becaufe no greater honour then to be ordained for menin things 


pertaining to God, every man mutt fay asour bleffed High Prieft | 
faid ofhimfelf: if 7 boncur my felf, my honcur is nothing : it is God that | 
honoureth me : For Chrift being the fountain of Evangelicall mini-_ 
ftery, isthe meafure of our difpenfations, and therule of Ecclefia- 

‘call geconomy: and therefore we muft not arrogate any _ 


om!) _. 


ee + per ees aunrelgut 


ee ee eg ee ee eh, Oe a eee ee 


E'unor. 


| de Sacerdot, 


| gelus, non alta 
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from our felves.or from a lefle authority then our Lord and Mafter 
miniftery or Priefthood that ever was, becaufe of the collation of fo 


upog his Minifters, in orderto the work of the Gofpel. 

And the Apoftles underftood their duty in this particular, asin 
all things elfe; for when they had received all this power from a- 
bove, they were carefull toconfign the truth, that-although it be 
dvdeanwn reérs It is Bein ctpts, 4 divine gracein a bumase miniftery, and 
thatalchough x10 @rOpdzm wSisalar yet ux ivr zis nly nusty aowdves, that is, 
He that ts ordaincdl y men, yetreceives bis power from Ged notat all 
by hinfelf ; and from no man as from the fountain of his power; And 
this I fay the Apoftles were carefull to confign.in the firft inftance 
of Ordination in the cafe of Atatthias.. Thou Lord fhew which of thefe 
two thon haft chofen: God was the Elector, and they the Minifters ; 
and this being at the firft beginning of Chriftianity, in the very firft 
defignation of an ecclefiafticall perfon, was of fufficient influence in- 
tothe religion for ever after; and taught us to derive all clericall 
power from God; and therefore by fuch means and minifteries 


Heb. 5. 


Ads 1. 24. 


prized in the entrance, or polluted in the execution. 

This defcended in the fucceflion of the Churches doGtrine for 
ever. Receive the holy Gboft, {aid Chrift to his Apoftles, when he en- 
abled them with Prieftly powers and S. Paul tothe Bifhops of Afia 
faid, The holy Ghoft hath made ycu Bifhops or Overfeers , becan[e no mor- 
| tall man, no Angel, or Archangel, nor anyother crested power, but the 
Holy Ghoft alone bath conflituted thu order, faith S, Chryfeflome. And 
this very thing, befides the matter of fact, and the plain donation of 
the powerby our blefied Saviour,is intimated by the words of Chrift 


4 : 


Chryfoft.lib.3. 


Quippe non 

mortalis qui(pi- 
am, non Ange- 
lus non Archan 


which bimfelf hath appointed, but in no hand to be invaded, or fur- | 


A 


| did : and this is true and neceflary in the Gofpell, rather then in any | . - 


many excellent and fupernaturall abilities which derive from Chrift | 


p| 


quevis creata | other where; Pray ye therefore the Lord of the vineyard that he will fend 
porentia feo | Lbourers into bis harve/t, Now bjs mifGon isnot onely a defigning of 
fe Paracletus | “abourers into bis harve|ts js milbon is not onely a defigning o 
ordinem ejuf- | the perfons, but enabling them with power ; becaufe he never com- 
medi difpafutt. | erandsa work but he gives abilities to its performance; and there- 
fore ftill in every defignation of the perfon, by whatever miniftery 
‘ it be done, either that miniftery is by God conftituted to be the or- 
dinary means of conveying the abilities,or els God him({elf minifters | 
the graceimmediately. It muft ofneceflity come from him fome| | 
way or other. | 
. Tldow Wors &ya5i 1 wily Menus Tercrov 
. A'yabér est 
James, 1y,| $, ‘Jaxees hath adopted it into the family of Evangelical 


truths ; gray Spy, Teacioy, and therefore ; way Sépnue Jeatonxey , every 
perfec gift, andtherefore every perfccing eéft, which in the ftile of 
| the Church is the gift of Ordrzation, is from above, the gifts of pér- 
fecting the perfons of the Hierarchy, and miniftery Evangelical 

a which 
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which thing is further intimated by S. Pasl, ow he which fia-,) 
Lhiteth us with yo (its Xpistv | in order to Chri ( and Chriffian Re- | 2Cor rat, 
licion | % God, and that his meaning be underftood concerning the 

ReRdrons Amscamd of eftablifhing him in the miniftery, hee addes|._ 

4 xplous iuds 6083s, ated be which anointeth ust God, and hath fealed us |Vetlar. 
withancarneft of bis Spirit ( unction J and confignation | and ; efta- 

bifhing by the holy Spirit :' the very ftile of she Church for Ordina-| __ 

tiON gyre 8 marie toopdyoy 6 Ocd5, it was faid of Chrift, Him bath the Fa- John 6.27, 
ther feated,'that is, ordained kin the Prieft and Prophet of the| , Se 
world, and this he plainly fpoke as their Apofle and Prefident in daadase. 
Religion, Not as Lordsover yeur faith, but fellow-workers s he {pake | tis visas, © 
of himfelf and Timsthy, concerning whofe Miniftery in order to|77i, ae 
them, hee new gives account: xplous 6 beds, and copapolpev@ 6 beds: age 


| God ancints the Prieft, and God configus him with the holy Ghoft, 


that isthe principle quafitum, that is the main queftion, 


And therefore the Author of the books of Ecclefiafticall Hierarchy,|, 5. 
giving the rationale of the rites of Ordination, fayes that the Prieft 
is made fo J dvdpinav by way of proclaiming and publication of the O'n Sorat Oeos 
perfon, fignifying, That the koly man that confecrates is but the proclai-| iegorenesis 
mer of the divine election, but not by any humane power or proper| $4?4”7p!x¢ 
; ; i rs 4 | és 75 Oeag- 
grace does he give the perfec giftand confecrate the perfon. Aid| sini exac- 
*Nazienzen, {peaking of the rites of Ordination hath this expreffi- 2isota durty 
on, with which the divine grace # proclaimed: ( And Béllius renders satan ale 
it ill by faperinvecatur..)) He makes the power of confecration to be | sus tai riy. 
declaratrve , which indeed is 4 lefler expreffion of a fuller power, |,/%¢7 “9°” 
butie fignifiesas much as the whole comes to; for it muft mean, 7 
God does tran{mit the grace[ at or ; by Jor, i2 | the exteriour mi- |*In0ra.in len- 
niftery, and the Minifteris [ exgavlopsxds a declarer | not by the word ne pair 
of his mouth, diftin@ from the work of his hand: But by the mi- | eye cgcon, 
niftery, he declares the work of God, then wrought in the perfon | oda dente 
fufcipient, And thus in abfolution the Prieft declares the act of cael 
God pardoning, not that he is a Preacher onely of the pardon upon | rew aay iiue- 
certain cofiditions, but that he isnot the principal agent, but by his |/#ovass 4 
miniftery declares and minifters the effect and work of God, And | jareti- 
this interpretation is clear, in the inftance of the blefled Sacrament, | (eva. 
where not onely the Prieft but the people do wraytmev declare 
the Lords death, not by a Homily, but by vertue of the myftery 
which they participate, Andin the inftance of this prefent quefti- 
on, the confectator does declare power to defcend from Godupon! ty 
the perfon to be ordained. a 
‘But thus the whole action being buta miniftery, isadeclaration| 4 
of the effect and grace of Gods vouchfafing;s and becaufe God does 
it not immediately, and alfo becaufe fuch effets are invifible and fe- 
crét operations, God appointing an éxternall rite and miniftery does} 
it, that the private working of the de may become as perceived’ 
2 a, i as 


e 
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| as it can be, that is, that it may by fuch rites be declared to all the | 4 
world what God is doing, and that man cannot doit of himfelfs; 
and befides the reafonablenefle of the thing, the very words 1n’the 
prefent allegation doto this very fence expound themfelves-: for 
znoavroctxés st, and ex ida yeern, are the fame thing, and expreflive of 
each other ; the confecrator declares, that is.he doth not do it by col- 
lation of his own grace or power, but the grace of Godand power 
from above. | | 

And this doétrine we read alfo in S, Cyprian towards the end of 
his Epiftle to Cornelius: ut Dominus que S:cerdotes fibiin Ecclefia (us 
eligere ¢o conftitucre dignatur, eledos quogue & conflitatos {ua voluntate 
atque spitulatione tueatar: tisa good prayer of ordination, [ that 
the Lord who vouchfafes to _chufe and confecrate Priefts in his 
Church, would alfobe pleafed by his aidand grace to defend them 
whom he hath fo chofen and appointed ] Home manum imponit, c& 
Deus largitur cratiam: Sacerdosimponit fupplisem dextram, Deus be- 
nedicit potenti dextra, faith Saint Ambrofe,manim pofes his hand, but 
God givesthe grace: the Bifhop layes on his hand of prayer, and 
God bleffes with his hand of power, The effect of. this difcourfe is 
plain; the grace and powersthat enable mento minifter in the my- 
{teries of the Gofpel is fo wholy from God, that whofoever aflumes 
it without Gods warrant, and befides his way ; minifters with a vain, 
facrilegious, and éxeffective nana, fave onely that he difturbsthe ap- 
pointed order, and does himfelf a mifchief, 


Sect. VII, 


Epift. 48. 


De dignit. Sa- 
cerc.s. Cy in 
comment, in I 


t Y this ordination the perfons ordained are made minifters of 
OS B the Gofpe!l, ftewards of all its myfteries, the light, the fale 
. ofthe earth, the Shepherd of the flock, Curates of fouls-; | 
| thefe aretheir offices, or their appellatives ( which you pleafe ) for 
the Clericall ordination isno other but a /and#sficatson of the perfon 
in both fencet ; thatis, 1a feparation of him to do certain myfterious 
ations of religion: which is that fan@ification by which Jeremy, 
and S. fobs the Baptift were fanctified from their mothers. wombs, |. 
la Itisalfo a fanctification of the perfon, by the increafing or giving 
refpectively to the capacity of the fufcipient, fuch gracesas make the 
| perfon meet to fpeak to God, to pray for the people, to handle the 
my {teries, and to have influence upon thecure. — 
The firft fandtification is a defignation of the perfon; which 
mutt of neceflity be mpeg’ | orother by God: becaufeit isa nee- 
rer approach to him, a miniftery of his graces, which without his 
lappointment, a manuf? not, cannot any moredo, then a meflen- 
ger cancarry pardon toa condemned perfon, which his Prince ne- 
verfent. But this feparation of the perfbn, isnot onely a naming | | 
lof the man, ( for fo farre the feparation of the perfon may be previ-| . 
| | e 3 | us| 


2s 


A, | ous tothe ordination:for {0 it wasin the ordinations of Mathias and 
the feven Deacons; The Apottles tvsuy te they appointed two, be- 
fore God chofe by lot ; asd the whole Church chofe the feven 
Deacons before the Apoftles impofed hands; ) but the feparation, 
or this firft fanctification of the perfon, isa giving hima powerto 
doe fuch offices, which God hath appointed to be done to him, and 
for the pesple, which we may clearly fee and wnderftand in the in- 
{tance of 7b and his friends: For whenGod would be intreated 
in behalf of Elipbaz and his companions, he gave order that Job 
iiould make the addrefle; Goeto my fer vant, he [hall pray for you, and 

| him will I accept, this feparation of a perfon for the offices of ad- 

| vocation, is the fame thing which I mean by shis frft fantiification s 
God did it, and gave him a power and authority to goe to him, 
and put him into a place of truft and favour about him, and made 

_| him a minifter of the facrifice; whichisa power and eminency a- 
bove the perfons for whom he was to facrifice, anda power or 
grace from God to bein neernefle to him, —_ This [ fuppofe to be 
the great argument for the neceffity of feparating a certain ordet 


of men for ecclefiafticall minifteries: Andit relies y pon thefe pro- | 


politions, 1, All power of ordination defcends from God, and heit 
is who fanctifies and feparates the pcrfon. 2. The Prieft by Godis 
feparate to be the gracious perfon to ftand between him and 
|the people. 3, Hee fpeaks the word of God, and returns 


the prayers and duty of the people, and reconveyes the bleffings of | 


| God by his prayer and by his miniftery. So that although every 
Chriftian muft pray, and may be heard, yet there isa folemn per- 


fon appointed to pray in publick: and though Gods {pirit is given | 
toall that afkeit, and the promifes of the Gofpel are verified to all | 
that obey the Gofpell of Jefus, yee God hath appointed facraments | _ 
and folemnities, by which the promifes.and bleffings are miniftred | 
| more folemnly, andto greater effects, All. the ordinary devoti- | 


D) | ons the people may doe alone; the folemn, ritual, and pablick, 


the appointed Minifter onely muftdo, And if any man fhall fay, |: 


becaule the Priefts miniltery is by prayer, avery man can doeit, and 


fo, no need of him ; by the fame reafon he may fay alfo that the Sa- | 
craments are unneceflary, becaufe the fame effect. which they pro- | 
duce is alfo in fome degree the reward of a private piety and devo- | 
tion. But the particulars are to be further proved and explicated | 


as they need, » : 


Now what for illuftration of this article I have brought from the | 
iaftance of Job, istrue in the minifters of the Gofpell, with the fu- | 
peraddition of many degrees ofeminency. But ftill in the fante kind, | 


= 


for the power God hath given is indeed zy/ticall; but itis not like 
a powcr operating by way of natural! or Proper operation; it isnot 
| | vs but facultas, not an iacherent quality that iffaes out aGions by way 
| of direct emanation, like naturall acquired habits, but-itis a gr'ace’ 
_ 3 or 
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or favour done to the perfon, and a qualification of him ix genere po-~| 


litico, he receives a politick, publick, and folemn capacity, to inter- 
vene between God and the people; and although it were granted 
that the people could do the externall work, or the action of Church 


minifteries, yet they are actions tono purpofe, they want the life | 


and all theexcellency, unleffe they be done by fuch perfons whom 
God hath called to it, and by fome means of his own hath expreffed 
his purpofe to accept them in fuch miniftrations. | 
And this explication will eafily be verified inall the particulars 
of the Prief{ts power ; becaufe all the minifteries of the Gofpell are 
i geneve oratisuis, Cunlefle we except preschizg, in which God {peaks 
| by his fervants to the people) the minifter by his office 19 an ésetercef- 
for with God,and the word ufed in Scripture for the Priefts officéating, 
fignifies his praying [ acileyirloy Naurav } a6 they were miniflring or do- 
ing thier Liturgy, the work of their fupplications and interceffion; 
and therefore the A poftles pofitively included all their whole mini- 
{tery inthefetwo: [but we will give cur {elves tothe word of Godard 
to prayer, | the prayer of confecration, the prayer of abfolution, the 
prayer ofimpofition of hands: they had nothing elfe to doe but pray 
and preach. And for this reafon it was, that the Apoftles ina Ente 
neereft tothe letter did verifie the precept of our blefled Saviour; 
| Pray continually, that is, in all the offices, acts, parts and minifteries 
Of a daily Liturgy, , 
This is not to leffen the power, but to underftand it: forthe 
Priefts miniftery is certainly the inftrument of conveying all the 
bleffings ofthe people, which are annexed to the ordinary admini- 
{tration of the Spirit. Bue when all the office of Chrifts Priefthoed 
in heaven is called ézteree {fz for w, and himfelf makes the facrifice 
of the Croffe, effeCuall to.che fal vation and graces of his Church, by 
his prayer, fince we are minifters of the fame Prie{thood, can there 
be a greater glory then to have our miniftery like tothat of Jefus ? 
| not operating by vertue ofa certain number of fyllables, but by a 
holy, folemn, determined and religious prayer, in the feverall man- 
mers and inftances of interceflion: according to the analogy ofall the 
religionsin the world, whofemoft folemn myftery, was then moft 


folemn prayer: I meanitin the matter of facrificing; which alfo |. 


is true ia the moft myfterious folemnity of Chriftianity in the holy 
Sacrament of the Lords fupper,. which is hallowed and lifted up 
from thé common bread and wine by *iftical prayers and folemn 
. | invocations of Ged. And therefore S. Dsonyfeus callsthe forms of 


®é- | confecration matswds Shxaicas prayers of c'nfecration, and S. Cyril in 


7.|his 3, myftagogique Catechifme fayes the fame. The Eucharifticall 


bread. after theinvocatzons of the holy Girt | is not any longer common} 


bread, but the body of Chrift. | | 
For ‘although it be neceflary: thatthe words which in the Latin 
. Church have been-for a long time called the words of coafecration 


E, 


(which! 
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|A — Cwhich indeed are more properly the words of inftitution ) fhould 
' be repeated in every confecration, becaufe the whole action is not 
| compleated according to Chrifts pattern, nor the death of Chrift fo 
folemnly enunciated without them, yet even thofe words alfo are 
.| partofa myfticall prayer; and therefore as they are not onely in- | 
|tended there & %Sadyicws, by way of hiftory or narration (as | 75,07?’ 
 Cabaftl, miftakes; }) fo alfoin the moft ancient Liturgies, they were e 
not onely read duynuanxds, Oras a meer narrative, but alfo with 
the form of an addrefle,, or invocation : Fist bic pasis corpus Chrifli, 
CY fiat hoc vinun {znguis Chriftz, Let this bread be made the body of 
Chrift, &c. SoitisinS. fives his Liturgy, S. Clement,S, Atarks, 
and the Greek Doctors: And inthe very recitation of the words 
of inftitution, the people ever ufed to anfwer [Amen] which inti- 
mates it to have beenaconfecration # genere or.tionis, called by 
S, Paul bened:étion, or the bread of blefling, and thereforeS, Aujtix 
expounding thofe words of S. Paul [Let prayers and Supplications and Brit s9.¢. 
interce{fions, and giving of thanks be made] faith, El:zo in bis verbis 
hoc intelligere, quod omnis vel p:ne omnis frequentat ecclefia, ut{ preca~ 
tiones’ accipiamus dik. guas fecimys in celebratione facrantentorum 
| antequam illud quod eft in Domini menfa accipiat benedici: | oratio- 
G | nes] cam benedicitur, Cad diflribuendum comminuitur : quim totam o- 
rationem pene omnis ecclefia Dominica oratione concluait. The words 
and form of confecration he calls by the name of [ orationes | fuppli- 
cations; the prayers before the confecration i. preces | and all the 
whole action(_ ratio: | and thisis according tothe {tile and practife, 
and {fenfeofthe whole Church or very neer the whole. And S, Ba- 
‘fet faith, that there is more neceflary toconfecration then the words 
recited by the Apoftles and by the Evangelifts. * The , ; 
,, words of invocation in the thewing the bread of the 78° 22° ile Lie Sheer 
»9 Eucharift,and the cupof blefling, who of all the Saints om rif dvadtiver o% dpre rie | 
D |.,haveleft to us? For we arenot content with thofe dl i iy pak THs 
,, which the Apoftle and the Evangelifts mention: du rarentrovaer 5 ¢ a eis 
, both before and after, we fay other words having great %txtusbe, dvs A'aisoaQ, 
. iy, ae mG 2 NTO EULYyCALOY E@eLLYNT SH, | 
,power towards the myfkeryy & wis dzgdovdddiowal- gg ) Georg uy, X karl 
». % meegneBorzes Which we have received by tradition, aépuer trega ds werdany g- | 
Thefe words fet down in Scripture they retained asa esti. ™Ees Te musigion Ty | 
part of the myftery cooperating to the folemnity, ma- : 
-| nifefting the fignification of therite; the glory of the change, the 
operation of the Spirit, the death ef Chrift, and the memory of thé 
EF facrifice: but this great work which all Chriftiahs knew to be 
done by the holy Ghoft, the Prieft did obtain by prayer and fo~ 
lemn invocation: according to the faying of Priclws of C. P, {pea- 
king of the tradition of certain prayers ufed in the myfteries, and 
indited by the Apoitles ( as it was faid’) but efpecially in S. ares 
his Liturgy : By thefe pragers({aith he)they expected the comming of the 
holy Ghoft, that his divine prefence might make the bread.and the wine 
mixt 


.—~ ” 
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mixt with water to become the body and bloud of our bleffed Saviour, 

And S. Juftin Martyr very often calls the Eucharift frod made 

Tiw di tulis | facram: atall and euchas istecall by prayer: and Origen, b we eat the bread 
susasiu holy, and made the body of Chrift by prayer: Verbo Dei & per obfecratio- 
bap 2. wre | nen fandificstus, bread fantified by the wsrd of God,and by prayer, viz, 
| Chirftianis li- | the prayer of confecration : prece myftica is S Auftins exprefhon of it: 
| e ats Celf c Corpus Chrifti (ry fangunem dicim-u sllud tantum, quod cx fractibys 

ys agres io-| terra acceptum G prece myftica corfecratum rte fuminus. That onely 
Sloper aM | We call the body and bloud of Chrift which we receive of the fruits 
aby ee ! of che earth, and being conferated by the myfiicall prayer, We take ac- 
ce ae cording to the rite. And S. Hierom chides the infolency of fome 
nes | Deacons towards Priefts, uponthis ground. 4 Who can fuffer thit 
Tri. cap. 4. | the Minifters of w ddows and tables fold advance themfeives above 
so fue “thefe [at whofe prayers] thelo-y and bloud of Chrift are exibited or 
viduarnm mi meade pref: ntiall, Tadde onely the words of Damrfcen, ‘the bread aud 


nipfler Supra ees wine are charged into the body and bloud of Ch:ift {upernaturaliy by invo~ 


Maer ie ' cation and comming of th: Holy Ghoft. 
Chrifti corpus fanguifque conficitur ? e Lib. 4. de fidecap. 14. STus wecbi mews aeTr@, olvds Teo Udwe dd mis 
LATIMANTEOS Hy ETIOO ]NTLAS TB dps TVEYULTH V@CQUDs METAWOs: TAL CS TO CWULTS KOSS, Y Aju. 
Vide Optat. Mrlevit. lib. 6 contra Parmenian, 

g _ . Now whether this confecration by prayer, did mean to reduce: 
$.Cyprianlib. ithe words of infticution to the fence and fignification of a prayer,or 
ee Evfe- | that they mean, the confecration was made by the other prayers an- 

jus Exmiffen. : tana see (mee ‘ 

Serms.de. |nexedto the narrative of the inftitution, according to the feverall 
Pafcate. —_'| fences of the Greek and Latine Church, yet ftill the miniftery of the 
Prieft whether inthe words of confecration,or in the annexed pray- 
| ers is till by way of prayer, Nay further yet, the whole myftery it 
| Be hteratione | fe] is operative in the way of prayer, {faith Ca/fzsder, in behalf of the 
incarfullae | School and of all the Roman Church; and indeedS. Ambrofeand | 
others of the Fathers in behalf of theChurch Catholick, asc 
Chriftus off ertur, fed offertur qu yi homo, quaft recipiens psfsionem, & of 
fers feipfum quali Sacerdos ut peccata nofira diméteat hic in imagine [ibi 
in verttate,ubi apna patrem quali advocarus intervenit\ So that what the 
Prieft does here, being an imitation of what Chrift does in heaven, 
is by the facrifice of a folemn prayer,& by the reprefenting the action 
and paflion of Chrift, which is effectual! in the way of prayer, and 
by the exhibiting it to God bya folemn prayer, and advocation, in 
imitation of, and union wth Chrift, All the whole office isan office 
of interceflion, as it pafles from the Prieftto God, and fromthe 
people to God; And then for that great myfterioufneffe ,- which is 
the {acramentall change, which is that which paffes from God unto 
the people by the Prieft, that alfoisobtained and effected by way 

of prayer. i | a 
9 | For fince the holy Ghoft isthe confecrator, either he iscalled 
| down by the force of a certain number of fyllables, which that he 
will verifie,himfelf hath no where defcribed; and that he means not 


to 


_ | the Office Minifteriall. | | 43 i: 
to doit he hath fairly intimated, in fetting down the inftitutionin) ~ 
| words of great vicinity, to expreffe the fence of the myflery, but yet of | - 
fo much difference and variety as will thew, this great change is not { 
wrought by fuch certain and determined words, | The blood of the 
New Teftament ] foitisinS. Matibew and S. Mark, [ T he new Tez 
ftament in my blood ] fo 8, Pawland S. Luke, My body which is broke, 
My body whichis given, orc. and to think otherwife is fo eek the 
Gentile rites, andthe myfteries of Zorcaffes, and the fecret opera- 
tions of the Evthei and Heathen Priefts, that unleffe God had de- 
clared expreflely fucha power to beaffixed to the recitation of uch 
certain words, it isnot with too much forwardnefle to be fuppofed| 
trucin the {pirituality of the Gofpel. | 
But if the fpirit defcends not by the force of fyllables, it follows} to. 
he iscalled down by the prayersof the Church, prefented by the 
Priefts, which indeed is much to the honour of God and of religion, } 
an endearment of our duty, ts according to the analogy of the Gof- 
pell, and a proper action or part of fpirituall facrifice, that great ex- 
cellency of Evangelical religion. | 
For what can be more apt and reafonable to bring any great blef-| yy. 
fing from God then prayer, which acknowledges him the fountain| _ . 
of blefiing, and yet puts us into a capacity of receiving it by way 
of morall predifpofition, that holy graces may defcend into holy | 
‘| veffels, by holy minifteries, and conveyances; and none are more |! De iteratione, 
fit for the employmentthen prayers, whereby wee Slee God, and eee bine wh 
bleffe the fymbols, andask that God may bic ws, and by which eve- | pyfelicas ints | 
ry thing is fanctified, viz. by the word of God and prayer, that is, by Jem inde ab 
Gods benediction and ourimpetration; according tothe ufe of the oe 
word in the faying of our bleffed Saviour , Asaz Lives [ by every |adi preces ad 
| word | that proceeds out of the mouth of God: that is, by Gods blefling; i polis 
to which, prayer is tobe joyned, that we may cooperate with God 
in a way moft likely to prevail with him; and they are excellent 
words which 4 Cafander hath faidtothe parpofe ; Some Apoftolicall 
Churches frem the beginning ufed fuch folemt prayers tothe celebration of 
the myfteries, and Chrift bim/ Uf befide thas he recited the words ( of infii- 
| gusion ) hee bleffed the Synibols before and after, fung an Ecclefiaftical 
| hymn. And therefore the Greek Churches which have with more 
| feverity kept the firft and moft ancient forms of confecration, then 
the Latin Church ; affirm that the confecration is made by folemn 
spvocation alone, and the very recitation of the words {poken inthe 
body of a prayer are ufed for argument to move Cod to hallow the 
gifts , and asanexprefiion and determination of the defire,. And | 
this, * Gabriel of Philadelphia obferves out of an Apoftolical Liturgy, 
The words of cur Lord ( aestysulvas | antecedently and by way of suftitn- 
‘tign, andincentsve are the forms, together w#th the words which the Prieft 
a*tevaards recites according as tt ts fet down in the divine Liturgy, Teis|gtpete: ae- | 
fuppofed he means the Liturgy reported to be made by S. Jove THgge 
| Ps which} 


TuMyecttatione, | 
ed etiameulo- |. 
gla ante iyfem : 
tayfteriorn 
confectionem, 
Cr poftes by. f 
no ufurn fuiffe ; 
manifeftum off. | 
* TS cidbs 


ispims epetiic | 
AEpusve pn- 
[ALTH, ya bat. 
me ow Tn Did 
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which is of the moft ancient ufe in the Greek Church, and al! Litur- 
giesin the world in their feverall Canons of communion, do now, 
and did for ever mingle folemn prayers together with recitation of 
Chrifty words;, The Church of England does moft religioufly | 
obferve it according to the cuftomeand fence of the primitve Litur- 
| gies; who always did beleeve the confecration not to bea naturall 
effect, and change finifhed in any one inftant,but a divine alteration 
confequent to the whole miniftery : thatis, the folemn prayer and 
invocation. — | 

Now if this great miniftery be by way of folemn prayer, it will 
eafier be granted that fo the other are. For abfolution and reconci- 
liation of penitents I need fay no more, but the queftion of S..Auftin, 
Quid eft aliud manus impofitio, quam oratio fu pay si ? Andthe 
Prieftly abfolution is called by Saint Leo, Secerdotum fupplicationes, 
the prayers of Priefts,andin the old Ordo Romanus, and inthe Ponti- 
ficall the forms of reconciliation were [ Deys te ab(oluat | the Lord 
pardon thee, &c. But whatfoever the forms were( for they may be 
optative, or indicative, or declarative, ) the cafe isnot altered asto 
this queftion; for whatever the act of the Prieft be, whether it bee 
he act of a Judge, or of an Embaffadour, a Counfellor, or a Phy- 
~J fitian, or all this, the bleffing which he minifters is by way of a fo- 
Jemn prayer, according to the exigence of the prefent rite ; and the 
form of words doth'not alter the cafe, for | Ego benedico, x Deus 
henedicat | is the fame, and was no more when God commanded the 
Prieftin exprefle terms to ble/fe the people ; onely the Church of late, 
chules the indecative form, to fignifie, that fuch a perfon is by au- 
thority and proper defignation appointed the ordinary minifter of 
benediction. Forinthe fence of the Church and Scripture, none 
can give blefling but a Superiour, and yet every perfon may fay 
in charity God bleffe you; Hee may not be properly {aid to dle/e, 
for the greater 1 not bleed of the leffer by Saint Pauls rules the Prieft 
may bleffe, or the Father may, and yet their benediction, ( fave that 
it fignifies the authority, and folemn deputation of the perfon to 
{uch an ordinary Miniftery ) fignifies but the fame thing; thatis, it 
operates by way of prayers butistherefore prevalent and more ef- 
fetuall, becaufeit is by perfons appointed by God. And fo itis in 
...Jabfolution, for he that miniftersthe pardon being the perfonthat 

“© | paffesthe act of God to the penitent, and the act of the penitent to 
| God; all that manner that the Prieft interpofes for the penitcat to| 
God is by way of prayer, and by the mediation of interceffion ; for 
thereisnone elfe in this imaginable; and the other of paffing Gods 
, | ack upon the penitent is by way of interpretation and enunciation, as 
Jan-Eenbafladour, and by the werd of his miniftery 5 ix perfona Chrifti 
l\condonavé, 1 pardon in the perfon of Cbrift, faith Saint Paul: inthe 
firft hee 18 iseevs, sagaéor, iuolueG@-, uentdav, evyacgistors; in the fe- 
cond he is Umoi]ns &xpavrerxes ; in both, a minifter of divine benediGi- 
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beard, and fo by degrees to the fkirts of the people; and yet in thofe 
things which the Prieft or the Prophet does but /iguzffe by divine 
appointment, he is {aid to do the thing, which he only fignifies 
and makes publick asaMinifter of God: thus God fent Jeremie , 
he fet him over the Nations to rost out, and to pulldown, and to deftroy, to. 


- | throw down, and to build, and to plant, and yet in all this his miniftery 


was nothing but Propheticall : and he that converts a finner is faid 


to it and miniftersin the imployment ; fothat here alfo, Verbum eft 
gratio, the word of God and prayer do tranfac both the parts of 
this office. And I underftand, though not the degree and excellen- 
cy, yet the truth of this manner of operation in the inftance of //zac 
bleffing Jacob, which in the feveral] parts was exprefled in all forms, 
indicative, optative, enunctstive, and yet there is no queftion but it 
was intended to do ‘facob benefit by way of impetration ; fo that 
although the Church may exprefle the acts of her miniftery in what 
form fhe pleafe, and withdefigne to make fignification of another 
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A | ontothe people, the anointing fiom above defcends upon Aarons | 


1 Jer. 10, 


to fave him, and to bide a nsultitude of fis 3 that is, he is inftrumental| 


article, yet the manner of procuring bleflings and graces for the 
people is by. a miniftery of interpellation and prayer, we having no 
— of addrefle or return to God but by petition and eu- 
charift, | 
17. I fhall not need to inftance any more. S. Auftix fummes up 
all the Ecclefiafticall minifteriesin an expreffion fully to this pur- 
pole; S ergo.ad bec valet quod didum eft in Evangelio, Dews peccato- 
venznon audit, aut per peccatorem facramenta non celecrentur, Quomedo 
exaudit — deprecantem vel fuper aqnant baptifmi, vel fuper oleum, vel 
fiper Euchariftiams vel faper capita eoruns fuper quibus manus imponitur ? 
withS. Asfiz, praying over the fymbols of every Sacrament, and 
{actamental,is all one with celebrating the my ftery.And therefore io 
the Office of Confecration in the Greek Church, this power pafles 
upon the perfon ordained. Tat he mey be worthy to askethings of thee 
for the falvation of the people that is, to celebrate the Sacraments, and 
Rites, and that thou wil: bear him: which fully exprefles the fenfe of 
the prefene difcourfe, that the firft part of that grace of the holy 
Spirit which confecrates the Prieft, the firft part of his fanctificati- 
og, 13a feparation of the perfon tothe power of interceflon, for 
thé people,and a miniftertall mediation, by the miniftration of fuch 
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rites and folemn invocations which God hath appointed or de- |. 


figned. | 

“And now this fanctification which is fo evident in Scripture, tra- 
dition, and reafon, taken from proportion and analogy to religion, 
is fo far from making the power of the holy man leffe then is fuppo- 
fed, that it fhews the greatnefie of it by atruereprefentment ; and 


referves the facrednetie of it fo within its own cancels, that it will 


ethe greateft facriledge inthe world to invadeit; for who ever | 


will 
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—_—— ee Geo! Mg ae Ppa eee ee eee s 
: e 


| 7 The Divine inftitution of ; 


| will boldly enter within this vail, #i(f gui vocatur (icut Aaron, unlefle A 
he be fanctified as is the Prieft, who is wvsepivecs¢ Xpisd, as NazZzanzen | 
_ | cells him, a Minifter cooperating with Chrift, he does without leave 
call himfelf 4 wan of God, a Mediator between God and the prople ander 
Ch-ift, he boldly thrufts him(elfinto the participation of that glori- 
| ous mediation which Chrift officiates in heaven ; all which things as 
they are great honours to the perfon, rightly called to {uch vicinity 
and endedrments with God, fo they depend wholy upon divine dig- 
nation of the grace and vocation of the perfon. 

2, Now forthe other part of {pirituall emanation or defcent 
of graces in fanctification of the Clergy , that is in order tb 
the performance of the other, avs 6 g:advOpaa@ beds tiusy domaov iG 
dusluslov au7@ liv isgoovvar xaelon7u; thats the fenfe of it, thst God 
who is th: lover of fouls may grant apure and unblameable Priefthood s 
and certainly they who are honoured with fo great a grace.as to be 
called to officiate in holy and ufefull Minifteries have need alfo of 
| other graces to make them perfons holy in habit and difpofition, as 

well as holy in calling, and therefore God hath fent his Spirit to 
furnifh his Emiflaries with excellencies proportionable to their 
need and the ufefulnefle ofthe Church. At the beginning of Chri- 
{tianity God gave gifts extraordinary, as boldneffe of fpirit, fearleffe 
-courage,freedome of difcourfe, excellent underftanding, difcerning 
of fpirits, deep judgement, innocence and prudence of deportment, 
the gift of tongues, thefe were fo neceflary at the inftitution of the 
Chriftian Church, that if we had not had teftimony ofthe matter of 
fact, che reafonablenefle of the thing would prove the aQuall difpen- 
{ation of the Spirit ; becaufe God never fails in neceflaries : But af- 
terward, when all the extraordinary needs were ferved,the extraor- 
dinary ftock was {pent,and God retracted thofeiflues into their foun-| 
tains, and then the gracesthat were neceflary for the well difcharg- 
ing the saHeanas psoreig, the Prieftly fundios, were {uch as make the D 
perfon of more benefit tothe people, not onely by being exemplary 
to them, but graciousand loved by God: and thofe are {pirttuall 
graces of fanctification, - 
_ And therefore Ordination ts a collation of holy graces of fandti- 
fication: ofa more excellent faith, of fervent charity, of providence 
and paternall care: Gifts which now defcend not by way of mira- 
cle, as upon the Apoftles, are to be acquired by humane induftry, 
by ftudy and good letrers, and therefore are prefuppofed in the per- 
fontobe ordained: to which purpofe the Church now examiines 
, | the abilities of the man, before fhe lays on hands : and therefore the E 
quits Ayla Church does not fuppofe that the Spirit in ordination defcendsin| _ 
gifts, and inthe infufion of habits, and perfect abilities, though| 
then alfo, it 1s reafonable to beleeve that God will afift the pious 
and carefull endeavours ofholy Priefts, and bleffle them with {pe- 
| ciall ayds and cooperation: becaufe a more extraordinary ability hi 
; | | need- 


need fall for perlons fo defigned; But the proper and great aid which 
the fpirit of ordination gives, is fuch inftances of affiftarce which. 


S | on of thy holy and life-giving Spirit: & the reafon why thefe things are | Buca xvev- 


| Holy Ghoft fignifies grace given by Chrift tothe Apoftles, where- 


| tion of folemn benediction by 4o/es law, all that wasufed in confe- 


‘improved y all {piritual graces; which is highly exprefled by * A4:r- 
| tfrius whota 


| éxipratoréa effe Deus confitnit: which arenot to be expounded asif | 
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make the perfon more holy. 7. 

And this is fo certainly true,that even when the Apoftle hadordain-| 17 
ed Timothy to be Bifhop of Ephefus, he calls upon him to fésrre ap the hau aad : 
cift of God,which was in him by the patting on of bis hands, and that gift | x i ses 
is arofary of graces ; what graces they are he enumerates in the fol- | j duvdnsces 
lowing words: God hath not given us the fpirit of fear but of power, of | ue aed 


love, x cupgonoys, and of a modeft and fober minde( and thefe words are | ge a3 apis 
made part of the form of collating the Epifcopal order inthe church Sev os 
2 ; , es oe | TVSt PLATS. 
of England ) Here is all that defcend from the Spirit in ordination, | ,~{yz vn. 
Svapus, power, thatis, to officiate and intercede with God in the parts | 7 4:0: 


TOAPASHY CL 


of miniftery, and the reft are fuchasimply duty, fuch as make him guheaa 


fit to be a Ruler in paternall and {weet government, wode/ly, fobriery | 76 Suaasu. 
love; And therefore in the forms of ordination of the Gr,Church(w™ | /'? 7) Neary 


are therefore highly to be valued, becaufe they are moft ancient, have |yé,10y ai 


fuffered the leaft change,and been polluted with fewer interefts )the | @27eaz ov, | 
my ftical prayer of ordination names graces in order to holinefs, We | 7m” 


pray thee that the grace of the ever holy Spirit uray defecnd apor bin,* Fill | anes os, 
a posotpery 


him fal of allfaith andlove and power and fanéfication hy the illuminati. |?! Deo 


| 


defir'd,and given, isin order to the right performing his holy offices | ¥@71¢s:¢ve- 
b that he may be worthy to ftand without blame at thy Altar, topreachthe he Soeing 
Gofpell of thy Kingdon to minifter the words of thy truth, to bring to Thee | Té xtr pe vis | 
gifts. firitual facrifices,to renew the peoplewith rhe laver of regeneratid ni oa oe | 
And therefore S, ¢ Cyrst/fayes that Chrifts faying receive ye the 18 

Cc Gratian Apo- | 
by they were fan¢tified: that by the Holy Ghoft they miglit be ab- dese aa | 


folved from their fins, faith 4 Hay#eo 3 and Saint ¢ Aufiin {ayes, that | fandificaren- | 
niany perfons that were fnatched violently tobe made Priefts or | 7 pee fpi- | 

: Cs | ig ae fy ar eae ake ) ritum fandlum |} 
Bifhops, who had in their former purpofes determined to marry |3 propriispecce- | 
and live a fecular life, have in their ordination received the gift of dy hraaibaer 
continency, And therefore there was reafon for the greatnefle of sca. | 
the folemmities ufed in all ages in feparation of Priefts from the |d domil.in 
world, infomuch that whatfoever was ufed in any fort of fanctifica- 
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cration of the Prieft, who wastoreceive the greateft meafure of | ors. 
fanctification, Laden item vis etiam Sacerdotem auguftum CO hono- | 
randsm f.cit novitate beneditionis 4 communitate vulgi fegregatun. 
Cunt enim beri unys ¢ plebe effet, repenteredditur preceptor, préfes, Do- 
Chor pietatis, wiyflericrum latentium Praful dc. Invifibili quddamvi,| 
ac gratia inviftbilem animam in uelius transforntatam gorens, that is, Sg0.1.9.6, 
10, 
hoTaid to Necharins; Tu 0 beate recens baptinatus Cr purifica- 
tus, & mox infuper facerdotio anttus és; atraque autem hec peccatorus \ 


ordination | 
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ordination did conferre the firft grace, which in the Schoolsis un- | A 
derftood onely to be expiatorious; but the increment of grace, and 
-|fanctification ; and that alfo is remiflive of fins, which are taken off 
by parts as the habit decreafes 5 and we grow in Gods favour, as our 
graces multiply or grow. . | 
Now that thefe graces being given in ordination are immediate 
emanations of the holy Spirit, and therefore not to be ufurped or 
| pretended to by any man, upon whom the holy Gheft in ordination 
hath not defcended, I fhall letfe need to prove, becaufe itis certain | 
upon the former grounds, and will be finithed in the following dif- 
- |courfes; anditisin the Greek Ordination given as a reafon of the| B 
former prayer, & yap cy TH ShDacet TOvEeUaD YEIPaY, aN Cy TA OTKOMA TOV TAO 
av ou aungudr Nite tes nis dtios cx, For notintheimpofition of my 
hands, but inthe overfeeing providence of thy rich mercies, grace is 
given to them that are worthy. So that we fee, more goes to thefit- 
ting of a perfon for Ecclcfiafticall M nifteries then is ufually fuppo- 
fed ; together with the power, a grace is {pecially collated, and that 
is not to be taken upand Jaid down, and pretended to by every bol- 
der perfon. The thing is facred, feparate, falemn, deliberate deriva- |. 
tive from God, and not of humane provifion, or authority, or pre- 
tence,or difpofiticn. "wa a : 


Sect. VIII. 


and the perfons firft confecrated were the Apoftles, who re- 

ceived the feverall parts of the Prieftly order, at feverall 
times; the power of confecration of the Eucharift, at the inftitution: 
ofit; the power of remitting and retaining finnes in the octaves of 
Eafter ; the power of baptizing and preaching, together with uni- 
verfall jurifdiQion, immediately before the Afcenfion, when they 
were commanded to goe into all the worl. preaching and baptizing. D 
This is the whole office of the Priefthosd; and nothing of this was 
given in Pentecoft-when the holy Spirit defcended and refted upon 
allofthem; the Apoftles, the brethren, the women: for then 
they received thofe great affiftances which enabled them who had 
‘been defigned for Embafladors tothe world, todoe their great 
} work: and others of a lower capacity had their proportion, asthe 
| effect of the promife of the Father, and a mighty verification of the 

truth of Chriftianity. ) | 

| ° Nowall thefe powers which Chrift had givento his Apoftles 
were by fome means or other to be tranfmitted to fucceeding per-| E 
fons, becaufe the feverall Minifteries were to abide for ever, AN na- 
tions were to be converted, a Church ta be gathered and continued, 
the new Converts to be made Confeffors, and configned with ba- 
ptifm, fins to be remitted, flacks to be fed and guided,and the Lords 
death declared, reprefented, exhibited, andcommemorated untill 


his 


T= holy Ghoft was the firft confecrator,that is made evident; 


| 
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A his fecond coming. And fince the powers of doing thefe offices, | 


are.atts of free and gracious conceflion, emanations of the holy 
| Spirit, and admiffions to a vicinity with God, itis not onely impu- 
| | dence and facriledge in the perfon, fally to pretend, that is, to bely 

' the holy Ghoft, and thruft into thefe offices, but there is an impof- | 
fibility in the thing, it isnullin the very deed doing, to handle thefe | 
myfteries without fome appointment by God; unleffe he callsand 
points out the perfon, either by an extraordinary er by an ordinary 
vocation ; Of thefe I muft give a particular account. 

The extraordinary calling was firft, thatis, the immediate; for 
the firft beginning ofa lafting neceflity, is extraordinary, and made 
ordinary in fucceffion, and by continuation ofa fixed and determi-: 
ned Miniftery. The firft of every order hath another manner of 
conftitution, then all the whole fucceflion. The rifing of the {pring 
isof greater wonder, and of more extraordinary and Jatent reafon, | 
then the defcent of the current , and the derivation of the powers of 
the holy Ghoft that make the Prieftly order, are juft like the crea- 
tion, the firft man was made with Gods own hands, and all the reft 
by God, cooperating with a humane act; and thereisneverthe 
fame necelfity as at firft for Ged 30 create man. The (pecies or kind 
fhail never fail, but be preferved in an ordinary way: And foit is in 
the defignation of the Minifters of Evangelicall Priefthood; God 
breathed into the Apoftles 7 mrdyoy 4 Covmody aveiua, the breath of the 
life-giving fpirits and that breath was to be continued in a perpetual, 
univocall production; they who had received, they were alfoto 
{ give: ahd they onely could. . | 

Grace carinot be conveyed to any man, but either by the foun- 
tain or by the channell: bythe Author: or by the Minifter. God 
onely is the fountain and Author: and hethat makes himfelf the 
Minifter whom God appointed not,. does in effect make himfelf the 
Author: for he undertakes to difpofe of grace which he hath not 
received, to give Gods goods upon his own authority: which he 
thar offersat, without Gods warrant, does it onely upon his own, 
And fo either he is the Author, or 42 Ufarper, either the fountain,or 
adry cloud, which ineffect calls him either ¢lafphemows, or fac:i- | 
| legions. | 
| "But the firftand immediate derivation from the fountain, that 

onely I affirm tobe miraculous, and extraordinary : as all begin- | 
nings of effences and graces of necefliry muft: thofe-perfons who | 
receive the firft iflues, they onely are extraordinarily called: all that | 
fucceed are called or defigned by an ordinary vocation, becaufe 
| whatfoever isin the fucceffion is but an ordinary neceffity, to which | 
God hath proportioned an ordinary Miniftery ;. and when it may be | 


as Adi was; itis to fuppofe God will multiply. beings and. opera- 
- ns Sa ae 7 _ tions 


ee 


fupplied by the common provifions to look for an extraordinary | 
| calling, tgasif a man fhould expect fomenew man to.be created, | 
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tions without neceflity. God called at firft, and ifhe had not called,| A. 
man could not have come to him in his neerenefle of a holy Mintfte- 
ry; he fent perfons abroad, and ifhe had not fent,they could not 
have gone; butafter that he had appointed by his own defignation| . 
perfons who fhould be Fathers inChrift, he called no more, but) _ 
Heft them to ca!l others: He firftimmediately givesthe x¢'essya, the 
grace, and leaves this as a Depoftum to the Church, faithfully to be 
kept till Chrifts fecond comming ; and this Depafetwm is the doGrine 
and difcipline of Jefus: he opens the door, and then left it open, 
commanding alltocome in that way, into the Miniftery and tuition 
of the flock, calling all that came in by windows, and pofterns, and 
oblique ways, t*eevesandrobcers. And it isobfervable, that the 
word vocation or caliing in Scripture, when itis referred toa defig- 
nation of perfons tothe Miniftery, it alwayes fignifies that which 
weterm, cs4ing extracrdinary, it allways fignifies, an immediate 
act of God; which alfo ceafed when the great neceflity expired, 
that is, when the fountain had {treamed forth abundantly, and made 
acurrent to defcend without interruption, The purpofe of this dif- 
courfe is, that now no man fhould in thefe dayes of ordinary Mini- 
ftery, look for an extraordinary calling, nor pretend in order to 
vainer purpofes any new neceffities. | 
They are fancies of a too confident opinion, and over-valuing of 

‘our elves, when we think the very beeing of a Church is concerned | 
in our miftakes 5 and if all the world be againft us, we are not afha- 
| med of our folly, but think truth is failed from among the children 
of men, and the Church 1s at a lofle, and the current derived from 
the firft emanations isdryed up, and then he that is boldeft to pub- 
| lith his folliesis alfo as apt to miftake hisown boldneffe for 4 call from 

God, as he did at firft his own vain opinion for a neceflary truth and 
then he iscalled extraordinarily, and fo ventures into the fecrets of 
the Sanctuary, Firft, he made a necefflity more then ever God made, 
and then himfelf finds a remedy that God never appointed. He that 
thinks every fhaking ofthe Ark is abfolute ruine to it, when perad- 
P oocy.q| Venture it was but the weaknefle of his own eyes that made him fan- 
"| ey what was not, may alfo think he hears a call from above to fup- 
y | port ir, which indeed was nothing but anoyfe in his own head: 
And thereis no cure for this, but tocure the man, and fet his head 
right. Forhe that will pretend any thing that is beyond ordinary, 
as he that will fay-he hath two reafonable foules within him, or 
three wills, isnot td be confited but by Phyfick, or by tying him to 
abjure his folly till he were able to prove it. 

But God by promifing that his Church fhould abide for ever, 
and that the gates of hell fheutd not prevail againft it, but that himfelf 
would be wath Ler to the end of the world, hath fufficiently confuted 

\the vanity of ehofe men, who that they might thraft themfelves 
- lintoanoffiee, pretend the diffolution of the very being of the 
| | : Church , 


\ 
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A ‘Church: For if the Church remains in her being, lee her corrupti- 


the Office Miniftertall. | | [st 


, ons be what they will, the ordinary Prophets have power to reform 
| thems and if they donot, every man hath power tocomplain, fo 
he does it with pease, and modefty, and trath, and nece/ ity, 


- 2 ‘And there is noneed of an extraordinary ealling to amend fuch | 


things which are certain; forefeen events; and {uch were herefies 

and corruption in doctrine and manners, for which God appointed 

an ordinary Miniftery totake cognifance and make a remedy; for 

which himfelf when he had told us, berefies muf needs be, yet tnade 

no provifions extraordinary, but left the Church fufficiently inftru- 
B | Ged by her Rule, and guided by her Paftors. | | 
| 3 When Chrift means to give us a new Law, then he will giveus 
a new Priefthood, anew Miniftery : One will not be changed with- 
out the other; God now no more comes in a mighty rufhing winde, 
but in a {till voice, in the gentle honiilies of ordinary Prophets; and | 
‘now that the Law by which weare to frame our underftandings and 
our actions is eftablifhed, we muft not expe an Apoftle to correct 
every abufe for if they will not bear 446/es and the Prophets, if one 
fhould corhe from thedead; or an Angel come from heaven, itis 
certain they will not be entertained, but till the wonder be over, and 
the curiofity of news be {atisfied. 


Church for ever, upon condition the Church would do their duty ; 
but they being but a company of men, have power to chufe,and they 
tnay chufe amiffe ; and if all fhould do fo, Chrifts promifes may fail 
us, though not fail of their intentions; and then in this cafe the 
Church failing, either there muft be an extraordinary calling of fin- 
ple perfons.or elfe any man may enter into the ordinary way,which | 
| 4s all one with-an. extraordinary : for it is extraordinary that com- 

mon perfons.fhould by neceflity bee drawn into an imployment 
1 | which by ordinary vocation they are not to meddle with. 

. Againftthis wean (thanks be to God fot it ) pretend the expe- 
rience of 16:Ages; for hitherto it hath ever.been in the Chriftian 
Churchs, that God hath preferved.a holy Clergie in the fame pro- | 
portion as he hath preferved a, holy peaple; never yet. were thé 
Clergy all Antichriftian, inthe midft of Chriftian Churches 5 and 
we have no reafonto fear it will be fo now, after fo long an experi- 

- | ence toexpound the promifes of our Lo#d to the fence of a perpetu- 
all Miniftery and a perpetual Church, by the means of ordinary mi- 
niftrations. : 7 ee ee 
And how fhgll the Church be fuppofed tg fail, fince God hath 
| made no provilions for its.reftitution? For by what means {hould 
the Church be-renewed and Chriftianity reftored> Not by Scri- 
pture? For we have no certainty that the Scriptures which. we have 
thisday, are the famewhich the Apoftles delivered, and thall re- 
main fo for ever 5 butonely 1. the reputation and teftimony of all 


Againft this, itis pretended that Chrift promifed to bee with his\ 
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| Chriftian Churches, ( which alfo muft tranfmit the fame by acon- | A | 
| tinuall fucceffive teftimony to the following, or el{e they will be of 
an uncertain faith, ) and 2. the confidence of the divine providence 
and goodneffe, who will not let us want what is fit for us,that with- 
out which we cannot attain the end ta whichin mercy he hath de- 
| figned us, Nowthe fame Arguments which we have for the conti- 
nuation of Scripture, weehave for the perpetuity of a Chriftian 
Clergy, that is. befides the fo long actuall fucceffion and continn- 
ance, we have the goodnefle and unalterable fweetnefle of the Di- 
vine mercies, who will continue fuch Minifteries which himfelf hath 
made the ordinary means of falvation; hce would not have made 
them the way to heaven and of ordinary neceffity,if he did not mean 
- | to preferve them ; indeed if the ordinary way fhould fail, God will 
fupply another way to them that doe their duty; but then Scri- 
pture may as well fail as che ordinary fucceflion of the Clergy;they 
_| both were intended but as the ordinary minifteries of falvation, and 
if Scripture be kept for the ufe of the Church, it is more likely the 
{ Church will be preferved in its necetlary conftituent parts then the 
Scripture; becaufe Scripture is preferved for the Church, itis kept 
that the Church might not fail. For asfor the fancy that all men 
being free agents may chufe amifle; fuppofe that; but then may 
they not all confent tothe corruption or deftroying of Scripture ? 
|yea, but God will preferve them from that, or will over-rule the 
eyent: yea, but howdothey know that? what revelation bave 
{they ? yet grant that too, but why then wiilhe not alfo over-rule 
the event in the matter of univerfall Apoftacy > for both of them are 
| matter of choice, | 
| But thenthat all the Clergy fhould confent to corrupt Scripture, | 
—_ forto lofe their faith, isa moft unreafonable fuppofitions for fup- 
| pofing there is a naturall poffibility, yet itis morally impofible; 
and we may as well fear that all the men of the world will be viti- 
lous uponthe fame reafon; forif all the Clergy may, thenall the 
| eople may, and you may as well poifon the Sea, as poifonall the 
prings; and itis more likely all che Ideots, and the ordinery per- 
fons in the world fhould be coufened out of their religien,then that 
all the wife menand 4nti/stes, the Teachers, Doctours, and publike| 
Minifters of religion fhould. And whenall men turnMariners, or 
| Apothecaries, or that.all men will live fingle lives, and turn Monks, 
and fo endanger the {pecies of mankind to perifh,( for there is a great 
fear of that too) thatis, when all the world chufe one thing ( for if 
_ * lewo men do, two thoufand may do it if they with. and fo may all 
{upon this ground ) then alfo we may fear that all tha Sovernours of 
ithe Church may fail, ‘becaufe fome do, and mete Have, and all 
| may 5 till then, there will be no need of an extraordinary Commi(- 
fon; but tbe Church thall go on upon the flock af the firft cal- 
ling, and defignation, which was extraordinary. The Spirit iffued 


out 


. 
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- |A_ . outat firft miraculoufly, and hath continued running ftill in the firft 
| channels by ordinary condud, and in the fame conveyances it muft |. 

| fs till, or ic cannot without a miracle derive upon us, who ftand 


at infinite diftance from the fountain. Since then there is now no 

| more expectation of an extraordinary calling (and to do fo were an 
| extraordinary vanity ) it remains thatthe derivation of the minifte- 
| riall power be by an ordinary conveyance, tg 

The Spirit of God in Seripture hath drawn a line, and chalked 
out the path that himfelf meant to tread in giving the graces of Evan-|. 
gelicall miniftrations At firft, after that Chriit had named twelve 
B | Cone whereof was loft) they not having an expreife command for 
the manner of Ordination, took fuchcourfe as reafon and religion 
taughtthem, They named two perfons, and prayed God to chufe 
one; and to manifeft it by lots. which wasa way leflethen the firft 
defignation of the other eleven; and yet had more of the extraordi- 
nary init, then could be reafonably continued in an ordinary fuccef- 
~ | fion. The Apoftles themfelves had not as ‘yet received skill enough 
| howro officiate in their ordinary miniftery becaufe the Holy Ghoft| 
was not yet defcended. - 
| But when the Holy Ghoft defcended, then the work was to be- 
{ gin; Apoftles wanted no power neceflary for the main work of 
the Gofpel; but now alfo they received Commiffions to difpenfe 
i the Spirit to all fuch purpofesto which he wasintended. They be- | 
| fore had the office in themfel ves, but it was of comnennicable to others, 
{till che Spirit, the azoiating from above, ranne over to the fringes of 
the Priefts garments; they had it butinimperfeGion and unaive 
faculties; So faith Theophyl:&: He breathed not now giving tothem 
| the perfect gift of the Holy Ghoft, for that he intened to give at Pente- 
| cofte but he prepared them for the fuller reception of t. They had the 
gift before, but not the perfect confummation of it, that was refer-_ 
ved for the great day; and becauferhe power of confecration isthe 
seaciding, or perfection of Priefly order, it was the proper ema- 
nation of this dayes glory, then was the iépénnd scons, the per. 
fection of what power Chrift had formerly configned. For of all 
| faculties, that is not perfect which produces perfect and excellent | 
- ba@ionsina dire@ line, adionsof a particular forts but that which 
produces the actions, and enables others to do fo toog forthen 
ithe perfection isinherent, not onely formally, but virtually and emi- 
| nentlys and that’s the crown of habits, and natural] faculties, Now| 
| 1 befides the reafonableneffe of the thing, thisisalfo verified by acer-| 
_ |. |tainty-thae will not eafily fail us; by experience and ex paft fade: |’ 

E | Foras wedonot finde the Apoftles bad before Pentecoft a prodw- 
|-Give porer, which made them call fot a miracle, or a {peciall proyi- 
' | dence by lots, fo we are fure that immediately after Pentecoft they | 

“had it: fet they fpeedily began to put it in execution, andit issemar-| 
kable, that the Apoftles did not lay hands upon Matthias, he being | 
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made Apoftle before the defcent of the Holy Ghoft: they had no; A 
power to do it, they were not yet made Miniffers of the Spirit 3 which| — 
becaufe afterwards prefently they did, concludes fairly that at Pen- 
tecoft they were amonett other graces made the ordinary Mniffers of 
Ordination. | 
- This I fay is certain, that the Holy Ghoft defcending at Pentecoft, 
they inftantly did officiate in their minifteriall offices, they preached, 
they baptized, they confirmed and gave the holy Spirit of obfigna- 
tion, and took perfons into the Lot of their Miniftery, doing of it by 
an externall rite and folemn invocation : and now the extraordinary 
way did ceafe,; God wasthe fountain of the power, but mancon- 
veyed it by an external] rne: And of this Saint Paul, who was the 
onely exception from the common way, takes notice 3 calling him- 
‘| felfan Apoftle, sot of man, nor by man, bat by Fefus Chrift ; implying 
that he hada {peciall honour done, to be chofen an Apoftle in an ex- 
traordinary way ; therefore others might be Apoftles, and yet not 
fo as he was; for elfe his expreffion had been all one,as if one fhould 
fay, Titius the fonue ofa man, not begetten of an Argel, or fpirit, mor 
prodscea by the Sunne or Starre, but begotten by aman of awoman: the 
difcourfe had been ridiculous, for no man is born otherwife; and 
yet he alfo had fomething of the ordinary too; for in an extraordi- 
nary manner he was fentto be ordained in an ordinary miniftery. 
And yet becaufe the ordinary miniftery was fetled, Saint Pas? was 
called to an account for fo much of it as was extraordinary : and was 
tied to dothat which every man now is bound to do, that fhall pre- 
tend a calling extraordinary, vé%, to give an extraordinary preof of 
his extraordinary calling: which when he had done in the Colledge of 
Jerufalem, the Apoftles gave hve the right band of fellow fbip, and ap- 
proved his vocation ; which alfo fhews, that now the way of Ordi- 
nation was fixed and declared to be by humane miniftery ; of which 
I need no other proof but the inftances of Ordinations recorded in 
Scripture, and the 0 inffancestothe contrary, but of S, Peal, whofe 
defignation was as immediate as that of the 11 Apoftles, though his 
Ordination was not. I end this with the faying of Job the Monk:| 
Concerning the order of Prieftheod st is fapernaturall and unjpeskable, He 
that yefterday and the day before was inthe forms of idests, and private 
perfons, to day by the power of the Holy Ghoft, and the voice of tbe chic 
Prieft, and laying on of hands, recerves fo great an improvement and 
alteration, that be handles andcan confecrate the asvine myfteries of the 
32p6n- | holy Church, and becomes (under Chrift ) 4 Mediator [ Minsferiall } be- 
4 | seen God and man, and exalted to hallow himfelf and fanGific others : | 
:| The fame almoft with the words of Gregary Ny/fex, in his book 
| De fancto bapti(mate, | | 
\ ohuscer avsvuaTos dbs Suvajer x, derasetac gori x) SEias seilion mow my ansiwow xeetrove 
edu, 2 TORT Awroralicudes, Ose Te Deed pusiera Ts keges exxAnotas TEAC dVvaedaty xy eda 
Ocd x avOgawopr pvedes daurly Tey THs adrws eyed Cery. a Thi 
1s 
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A! .This isthe f{amme of the preceding difcourfes; God isthe Con-; 7d 
fecrator; man isthe Minifter; the feparation is myfterious and | ! 
wonderfull ; che power great and fecret ; the office to {tand between | | 
God and the people, in the miniftery of the Evangelicall rites; the | 

calling to it ordinary, and by a fetled Miniftery, which began after | | | 

| 
: 


' 


the defcent of the holy Ghoft in Pentecoft. : 
This great change was in nothing expreffed greater, thenthat| + 18 _ 
Saul upon his Ordination changed his name, which Saint Chryfo- ye in 
fome obferving, affirms the fame ofS, Peter. Iconclude, Differen-|“' 
‘tian inter ordinem @ plebent conftitnit Ecclefie authoritas & honor per’ aa ca. 
| erdinis confeffum fanitificatws a Deo, faith Tertulian. The authority of oe 
the whole C burch of God hath mad: diftinGion between the perfon ordai-| 
ned and tice pcople, but the honoar and power of it is derived from the 
fendification of God: \t is derived fromhim, but conveyed by an 
ordinary Miniftery of his appointing: Whofoever therefore with un. 
fanctified, that is,with uniconfecrated hands thall dare to officiate in 
the minifterial office,feparate by God, by gifts,by graces,by publick 
| order, by an eftablithed rite, by the inftitution of Jefus, by the de- 
{cent of the holy Ghoft, by the word of God, by the practife of the 
Apoftles, by the practife f fixteen ages of the Catholick Church, 
by the neceflity of the thing, by reafon, by analogy to the difcourfe 
of all the wife inen that ever were inthe world; that man like his 
predeceflor Corah —e an unhallowed Cenfer, which thall never 
{end up a right cloud of icenfe to God, but yet that unpermirted, | 
and difajlowed fmoak fhallikindlea fire, even the wrath of God 
which fhall atleaft deftroy fhe facrifice: bis work shall be confumed,| 
and when upon his repentance ‘himfelf efcapes, yet it fhall be fo as by | 
fire, thatis, with danger, and Ioffe, and.fhame, and trouble, For 
cur Godis a confuming fire. -_ reo : 


‘Kemember Coral: and all bis company. 


K'yiG iguess, 


The Printer to the Reader. 


He abfence of the Author, and his incon- 
venient diftance from London, hath occa- 
fioned fome lefler efcapes in the imprefsion of 
thefe Sermons., and the Difcourfe annexed. 
‘The Printer thinks it the beft inftance of par- 
don, if his Efcapes be not layd uponthe Au-| 
thor, and he hopes they are no greater then an 
ordinary underftanding may amend, anda lit- 
tle charity may forgive. 
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